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British Underpaid Intercontinental Air Mail to WWII

Oct 1907 Early Unpaid International Air Mail ) _ ) 1920 Madrid UPU Conference Rules for Air Mail
Purpose — to illustrate the development of Imperial Airways and

the treatment of underpaid Intercontinental Air Mails to, and A\ Ml fees exempt from UPU rules,

To be agreed among countries involved.

Mammoth Balloon Expedition, sponsored by Daily Graphic newspaper, left Chrystal
Palace, near London, aiming to reach Moscow and establish long distance balloon

flight record. from, United Kingdom prior to WWIL. Rates to be the same for all administrations using the service.
Blown off course — crew made emergency landing on shore of Lake Wener, Sweden. In early 1920s — no international rules for treatment of underpaid
Balloon escaped and travelled 30 miles north, landing near village of Tosse. air mail. In 1928 UPU introduced a set of rules and a more relaxed . . | |
. Nov 1921 Underpaid International Air Mail
set In 1935.
: : " . . . UK air fees to Europe to be added to UPU rates:
AMessaqe from Mid-Air. Br't'SE PO hag (l)o "?teral ag :;eementzlw'th many E;np':je POs dan_d By air London — Paris 22 July 1920 — 1 June 1930 2d air fee
some Foreign s Tor more tavourable treatment of underpald air By air London — Amsterdam 18 Apr — 19 Nov 1921 4%d air fee

mail than required by UPU. Exhibitor’s original research in Post
Office archives provides details of many of these arrangements.

Imperial Airways was main carrier of British intercontinental air
mail. Exhibit focuses on Imperial routes. Also includes examples of
other carriers that accepted British intercontinental air mail.

Air mail to and from Europe excluded (except for this page).

Exhibit ends when air mail routes disrupted by WWII.

This Postcard was thrown out
of Mr, J. L. Tannar's “Mam-

I BY AIR MAILI

moth " Balloon, “Daily Graphic” W SRSl Tl
Expedition, Chapters
1-Asia: Iraq & Middle East e > i
Scarcer postcard with pictures of crew: 2 —Asia: India & Far East 5
Auguste R Gaudron — who built balloon 3 — Australasia @W Zl/’
J. L. Taylor — who financed expedition . . .
Charles C. Turner — Daily Graphic reporter 4 —Africa: Imp?”al _ROUt_e to South Africa f.ea,m
Message on picture side My love to you Charles C. Turner. 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail _ g—"‘
6 — Other African Air Mail 10 Nov 1921 Mailed i London addressed to Betli
CARTE POSTALE. = o . ov ailed in London addressed to Berlin
‘ﬁ;ﬁf' ! 7= Air in the Americas By AIR MAIL via Amsterdam
TR BRSNS Satv, TRER TR TR Y 147 8 — Air across the Atlantic Fully paid for air via Paris; 2%2d short on air rate via Amsterdam
Daily Graphic balloon post, miniature eight page booklet depicting the balloon and aviators, .:.:i:gvllfslgg":' YB?XFRFI\? ,:L

dropped from the balloon whilst still over England ...Very scarce. Argyll Etkin lot description

P & o Diverting air mail to surface delayed:
4 S L‘/ Europeaq air mail_s up_to one day,
J Xt E B Intercontinental air mails by a week or more.
/B
Sl ap looincel British PO tried to avoid diverting intercontinental air mail to surface.

15,000 postcards carried to be used as ballast and jettisoned as needed.
Some postcards found in forest near Tosse and mailed.

In London Foreign Branch treated as 1d UPU postcard rate unpaid.
Charged 2d - double deficiency.

Oct 1907 from Sweden — double deficiency on UPU postcard rate Nov 1921 underpaid for air mail — diverted to surface



Air Mail by D. O. Lumley Postal Services Department
The Brancker Memorial Lecture

To the Institute of Transport 29 Nov 1938
Details the development of UK International Air Mail from 1919 to 1938.
Post Office efforts to encourage use of Air Mail.
Tons Empire air mail services by Imperial Airways &
associated companies.
AlR MAILS ; Rapid growth:

LETTER TRAFFIC -New services introduced

-Larger planes with greater capacity and range
WEIGHTS DESPATCHED ANNUALLY : ,
-Air mail surcharges reduced

AIR MAIL SERVICES By 1934 served most of Empire in Asia,
COMMENCED.................... 1919 Australasi d Afri t West Afri
ENGLAND-'ND'A!STABLOSHED .................. 1929 ustralasia an rca (excep €s r|Ca)
ENGLAND—INDIA exTenoeo TOMALAYA.......1933
ENGLAND—INDIA exTenoep TOAUSTRALIA..1934
ENGLAND—E.AFRICAESTABLISHED............... 1931 ; LETTER AIR MAILS
ENGLAND —E.AFRICA exTENOED TO S.AFRICA..1932 DEVELOPMENT OF TRAFFIC
IN RELATION TO ACCELERATION OFFERED
AND AIR POSTAGE PAYABLE
ACCELERATION | AIR POSTAGE [PERCENTAGE OF
OFFERED PER V2 0Z. | LETTER MAIL
= . 4|
EMPIRE SERVICES s IR ol [l syt e
30 CEYLON  \037|8-12 = 6? 16
20 1931 | 8-23 « 7° 5Y,
16 i::;rc A '935[10-23 6! 15
1936 10-23 « ed 20
1932 6-8  » 20 1
:::;’: 1935| 8- 10 69 10
1936| 8-10 8! 15
S _ d
1935 12-20 = =3 5
AUSTRALIA (036| 12-20 = 23’ 9

July 1937 — July 1938

All-Up Empire Air Mail

To 30 Empire destinations and Egypt.
(See Chapter 5 for details).

Mostly carried by Empire Flying Boats. i\"-:,'
Tl
Picture of Coriolanus and Cambria . i
docked at Southampton. L ‘ .¢A L

:

/)




Premium Services to Irag — The Precursors to Imperial Airways
British occupied Iraq after WWI. British influence maintained after March 1921 Cairo conference which established Faisal as King.

Normal mail route from Baghdad to UK and Europe: Tigris River to Basra; sea to Bombay; to UK with mails from India.
Churchill wanted RAF to open a Cairo to Baghdad air route to form backbone of commercial air service between England and India To buckle the Empire together.

RAF Cairo — Baghdad Air Mail Chronology:

1 Aug 1921 - Regular service

13 Oct 1921 — Opened to public — 1s per oz air fee + 2d Empire rate - =

14 Dec 1921 — Rate reduced to 6d per oz air fee + 2d Empire rate = e ~kBkghdad >
31 Mar 1922 — Iraq subject to UPU rates — Air fee 6p per oz plus 3d UPU rate . 4 "':f ’

14 May 1923 — UPU rate reduced to 2%d — Air fee 6d per oz plus 2%d UPU rate Caird | gadasra

28 Nov 1923 — Air fee reduced to 3d per oz plus 2%2d UPU rate
— End of RAF service — Taken over by Imperial Airways

6 Jan 1927

In UK Jun 21, 1922::
6d air fee fully paid.
1d underpaid on 3d UPU rate

started — official mail only

London D
Issued 1902

L  Used 1902 -76

2 X 1d = 2d = 35 centimes taxe .

In UK Jan 21, 1925: 3d air fee fully paid
1d underpaid on 2’%d UPU rate; 2 x 1d = 2d = 35 ctms taxe

oz ——

VUSAETOR A AL o = o, —

June 29
July 7
July 9
July 10

’

Major J.E.M. Boyd: served in Royal Army Medical Corps
Wrote articles on middle eastern medicine for Journal of R.A.M.C.

left London

left Cairo

arrived Baghdad - date on front
FPO No. 41 date on back

In Iraq (both): 3A = 50 centimes
35 ctms x 3A/50ctms = 2.1A ~ 2A due.

Jan 21 mailed in Redcar, Yorks
Jan 22 left London
Jan 31 arrived Baghdad
Feb 1 Baghdad UNPAID backstamp
REFUSED
18 & 19 Feb in Baghdad
Dead Letter Office
18 Mar in London FS m/s 2d charged to sender.

Cairo to Baghdad air mail and Overland Baghdad to Haifa both saved about two weeks in transit time.

Some underpaid items were accepted and charged double deficiency postage due

Nairn Transport Overland Baghdad — Haifa:

1 - Asia: Iraq & Middle East

A quicker route was needed!

30 Aug 1923 — Nairn Transport started service across
Syro-lraq desert carrying mail and passengers.
21 Nov 1923 — 29 Aug 1929 Overland mail accepted in UK
3d per oz Overland Fee plus 2% UPU rate.

5 March 1924 mailed in Worthing, UK:

Taxed in Dover (DR)

3d Overland fee paid — 2'2d UPU rate unpaid.
2 x2%d = 5d = 85 ctms.

First use 1924
Last use 1925
Two known

— A e - A
BY THE = *.N‘—
NAIRN TRANSPORT COMPANY

— -~

A - -~

In Iraq:

3A =50 centimes,

85 centimes = 5.1 A.

5A manuscript in due mark.




1924 Rules for Underpaid Premium Services to Iraq

Iraq PO suggested underpaid Air & Overland Mail should not be sent by normal surface routes to avoid two week delay.
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In Iraq: Overland fee 3A per 20g until April 30 1927

9 Nov 1926

6A paid for 20g rate (3A surface + 3A Overland fee)
4'2A short on 40g rate (472A surface + 2 x 3A Overland).

Feb 1924 mailed in Scotland:
22d UPU rate paid
3d Overland fee unpaid.

In Iraq: Double deficiency = 6A postage due

Sent by Overland Mail S

although Overland Fee completely unpaid.

1 - Asia: Iraq & Middle East

1927 Imperial Airways Took Over From RAF

Imperial Airways Chronology:

31 March 1924 Government sponsored merger of four existing airlines to develop Britain’s external air services.

26 April 1924 started European air services

1925-1926 Cobham route proving flights to South Africa, Australia and India (See Chapter 2)
12 January 1927 Regular service between Cairo, Baghdad and Basrah.

BASRAH-CAIRO.

In Dover (258): P114 Equivalent 3A = 2%2d
2 x 4%A x 2'2dI3A = T'd postage due.

b
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2 Dec 1927 in Basrah:
6A paid for 20g rate (3A surface + 2 x 172A air)
3A short on 30g rate (472A surface + 3 x 17%A air).

Route:

Basra to Baghdad City of Cairo

Baghdad to Gaza City of Jerusalem

Gaza to Cairo City of Delhi

Port Said to Marseille by sea — Rail across France.

; S T
7 Barr i

WILLS % CIGARETTES

Wills Cigarette Card

De Havilland DH66 Hercules aircraft designed
to Imperial specifications for this route.

Iraq: UPU and UK surface rate — 3A for 20g, 4'2A for 40g
Iraq to Cairo air fee 172A per 10g

UK P114 Form:

— Listed incoming foreign surface postage rates

— Listed the equivalence between the countries
currency and British currency.

Equivalence used to calculate postage due.

Often different to calculation from gold centimes:
e.g. Basrah-Cairo cover 3A underpaid
Irag converted at 1A =10 g ctms
Double deficiency = 6A =60 g ctms
UK converted at 1d = 10 g ctms

Without P114 charge would be 6d and not 5d.

In London Inland Section:
P114 Equivalent 3A = 2'%d

2 x 3A x 2'/2d/3A = 5d postage due collected 12 Dec 1927.

Feb 1924 letter from UK to Iraq Post Office agrees that unpaid or underpaid letters marked for Air or Overland mail to Irag should be sent marked for double deficiency postage due.



1 - Asia: Irag & Middle East

Hague Conference Rules for Underpaid Air Mail 3 PR London - Cairo Air Service 1929 - 1936

Part of route across Europe by rail, usually Basle - Genoa.

International Air Mail Conference — The Hague 1927:

First international rules for handling underpaid air mail — effective 1 Jan 1928:
— If amount prepaid > air mail fee, send by air charged 2 x deficiency on air rate L
— If amount prepaid < air mail fee, divert to surface charged 2 x deficiency (if any) on surface rate.

30 Mar 1929 Imperial Airways Route Extended to Karachi
(See Chapter 2)
Two air services between UK and Iraq.

UK Rates - 30 Mar 1929 — 11 Apr 1930:
Surface 2%d 1%t o0z, 1%d additional oz
Air Cairo to Baghdad — air fee 3d per oz
Air London to Baghdad - air fee 4%2d per half oz

In Iraq:

1 March 1927 Overland route — fee eliminated — becomes normal surface route
Surface route only one or two days longer than air mail

Irag adopts Hague rule on diverting to surface.

Iraq Rates:
_ Surface 3A  1t20g, 1%A additional 20g
. J. LASSOW In London: o . Air Baghdad to Cairo  1%2A per 10g
4 July 1929 By Air Mail label but no route specified. Air Baghdad to London 3A per 10g
General Merchant. Treated as 3d short on 5%d (3d air + 2%d surface) rate for 1 oz for air Cairo to Baghdad.
Ashar, BASRAH. (I No air fee paid London hexagonal taxe mark. 1930 In Iraq:
; According to Hague rules should have been diverted to surface Air Mail Baghdad to London specified

6 A 10g rate paid (3A air + 3A surface)
3A short on 9A 20g (6A air + 3A surface).

Vim QiR Maw
bﬂﬁﬂ-@nb - Lonon,

MYe nz{z Ae Aboody.

/ 7
"""""""""""" . > &% :
,.2-,“ Commigsion agent, ’ : .
BaGHDAD. -
L K lMesopotamia.
- & Iﬁ > ~”

Reduced at sides

In Basrah Iraq:

20 Feb 1930 Air Mail label
Air fee Baghdad Cairo 172A
1A paid - less than air fee
Diverted to surface.

17 July left Cairo on City of Baghdad - Hercules.

Treated as 2A short on 3A surface rate
2 x deficiency = 4A = 40 g ctms (m/s).

18 July in Baghdad:
2 x Deficiency = 6d

In London Inland Section:

=2 .
2 x 2A x 2%d/3A = 3.3d rounded up to 3%d e A, g Marked % 1osurface plus 2 air ;ates
postage due collected 6 Mar 1930. N St 7 | 50 50 gctms postage due
wedd il 2 x 3Ax 2'4d/3A = 5d (= 50 g ctms) postage due.

14 days in transit. {

Feb 1930 from Iraqg — diverted to surface mail July 1929 from UK sent by air — double deficiency on lowest cost route July 1930 from Iraq — double deficiency — Baghdad to London route



Chronology:

23 Feb 1931 UK replaced all air fees with combined air mail rates per %2 oz
Combined air rate to Iraq: 6d 1t ¥ 0z, 4d extra %2 0z
1 Apr 1932 — New Iraqi currency: 1 gold dinar = £1 = 1000 fils
UPU surface rate = 15 fils
3 Oct 1932 — Iraq became fully independent but Britain retained air bases
1 Jan 1933 — Iraq - UK agreement not to divert underpaid air mail to surface

1 Apr 1932 - 3 Dec 1933 Iraq to London Via Imperial Airways
Surface 15f 13t 20g, 8f extral 20g
Air fee 20f per 10g

Aug 1933 Inlraq:

Air Mail indicated but route not specified

45f paid

10f short on 55f rate for 20g (15f surface + 2 x 20f air).

In London Foreign Section:
P114 Equivalent 15f = 2'4d 3.
2 x 10f x 22d/15f = 3.3d rounded up to T 7¥

31 Aug 1933 in Southampton: 3’2d postage due collected.

Aug 1933 from Iraq — double deficiency on Imperial rate

4 Nov 1929 - 22 Feb 1931 London to Baghdad via Imperial Airways
UPU surface rate 2%d plus 3'%d air fee

Alternative Cairo — Baghdad service discontinued 28 Dec 1929

No concession for active service members of armed forces

LONDON — BAGHDAD,

BY AIR MAIL

PAR  AVION

.5; é'f;ééfé.’ (8 Beeoe

A.o.0s Kesitouee

/bAc:HZM}» \/
[RAQ sl

Front only

1 - Asia: Iraq & Middle East

Charles Dempster Breese

1909-1918 Royal Navy (mostly in Air Service)

1918 joined RAF

1930-32 Served in Iraq
Companion of the Order of the Bath
for services in Northern Kurdistan, Iraq
Dec 1931 to June 1932

1 July 1940 became Air Vice Marshal

5 Mar 1941 died in aircraft accident

In London:
8 May & 5 July 1930 By Air Mail labels
Both 1d short on 6d (3'%d air + 2'42d surface) 1 oz rate.
Sender may have expected rate to be

1%d Empire letter rate plus 3%d air fee.
2x1d=2d =20 g ctms

8 May incorrectly marked for 10 g ctms (pencil)

5 July correctly marked
L

In Baghdad:
Followed London taxe indication

Incorrect 10 g ctms charged 1A
Correct 20 g ctms charged 2A

1930 Confusion in London on taxe to armed forces in Iraq



1 Jan 1935 Cairo UPU Convention — Rules for Underpaid Air Mail

Amount prepaid > air mail fee, must send by air charged 2 x deficiency on air rate
Amount prepaid > 25% air fee, sending office may send by air charged 2 x deficiency
Amount prepaid < 25% air fee, divert to surface

UK agreements not to divert to surface consistent with UPU rules except when
prepayment less than 25% of air fee

4 Dec 1933 - 29 Aug 1935

Iraq to London Combined Air Rate by Imperial Airways
1st10g 15f, additional 10g 8f

No separate air fee.

12 Feb 1935 In Baghdad:

Air Mail indicated but route not specified

15f paid for 10g combined rate by air to London
m/s over 10g

8f short on 23f rate for 20g combined rate
Circular taxe mark applied.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

In London Foreign Branch:
P114 Equivalent 15f = 2%d ,
2 x 8f x 2%2d/15f = 2.67d rounded down to 25'

19 Feb 1935 2'2d postage due collected in Eghdon.

Iraq Late 1930s

21 Nov 1934 - 20 May 1939
Combined air rate London to Iraq 3d per % oz
Ended when Iraq joined All-Up Empire air mail on 21 May 1939

BY AIR MAL

- A
AR AY IN

11 Apr 1937 In London:

By Air Mail label

Y%4d short on 3d rate for %2 0z
London FS/Air Mail machine cancel
Not taxed in London

15 Apr in Basrah:

UPU surface rate 15f

Based on ratio of rates 2 x ¥2d x 15f/2%2d = 6f postage due
Faint MISSENT TO mark

31 Mar 1939 in Baghdad, Iraq:
Air mail postcard rate to UK 18f (Surface 8f + air fee 10f)
Paid 15f; 3f short on 18f rate; Iraqi circular Taxe mark.

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 15f = 2'4d;
23 x 215t = [°

: 5
Lalt 221 s 41

widl fLifa»'

13) Samarra, A part of Qasr Al Khalifs

Iraq was not in All-Up Empire Air Mail scheme until
21 May 1939 even though it was on the Stage 2 route.

1935 -1939 - double deficiency on combined rate by Imperial



In 1930s Egypt served by several airlines. o S

Most mail to and from UK carried by J
Imperial India or Africa route.

Egypt Rates to UK via Imperial per 20g

Surface rate Air fee
Dec 1929 10m 13m
Oct 1930 10m 10m
Feb 1931 10m 13m 8

Nov 1931 1ststep 15m
extra 13m 13m*

Mar 1938 All-Up Empire Airmail 15m per 15g
*1 May — 31 Aug 1934 concession 15t 10g no air fee

PaR. Rvioy

AIRIMAIL

B =

7
y

(M.of C P.0.No.25 B{

Air Mail advertising label

RGLAYS BANK (DOMINION, COLONIAL AND OVERSEAS)

WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED
THE ANGLO-EGYPTIAN BANK, LIMITED.
ASSIUT

V-

20 Mar 1931 in Assiut, Egypt: 30m paid -
Egypt rectangular taxe mark.

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 10m = 1%2d; 2 x 16m x 1%2d/10m = 4.8d rounded up to 59

IS
G.

Mar 1931 double rate & July 1937 triple rate via Imperial

‘2’ for double rate — 16m short paid on 46m double rate (40m surface + 26m air)

— double deficiency

Egypt — Imperial Airways

1 -Asia: Iraq & Middle East

17 Oct 1932 UK PO wrote to Egypt PO asking for
agreement to forward all underpaid air mail by air.

11 Nov 1932 Egypt declined

(Cover evidence:

Taxed outgoing underpaid air mail but did not
accept severely underpaid incoming air mail).

27 July 1937 in Cairo, Egypt:
’ 28m paid for 20g rate ( 15m surface + 13m air fee)
52m short on 80m 60g rate (41m surface + 39m air)
Egypt blue m/s taxe mark.
In London Inland Section:
P114 Equivalent 15m = 2d; 2 x 52m x 2d/15m =13.9d

g B
Rounded up tp 14d = 7/2
1.5,

K.

DM OJLJG.{( )MM

0.5.0%
{ - DC’u«,g: 40&[1)
7 " ‘ L:?. (.-LJJJ' Lw}t FM
\\ {. ‘fﬁ hy | 723 ‘Jl{ed,'{vnc, ;

27 June 1931 in Ismailia Camp, Egypt:
20m paid — 26m short paid on 46m double rate — Egypt rectangular taxe mark.

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 10m = 1%2d; 2 x 26m x 1%2d/10m = 7.8d
Perhaps taxed against rate before Feb 1931 — 20m short on 40m double rate
2 x 20m x 172d/10m = 63?
1.5

June 1931 double rate via Imperial — possible taxing error deficiency



i ————

Imperial route through Iraq to India always

stopped in Palestine, usually at Gaza.
$L = Stop moved to Tiberias with introduction of
4 Empire Flying Boats in Feb 1938.

Alexandria

Palestine Combined Air and Surface Rates to UK:
3 Aug 1933 — Dec 1935

Letters: 15t 10g 13 mils extra 10 g 10m

Postcards: 10m

UK P114 equivalent 8m = 1%d

Palestine — Imperial Airways 1 - Asia: Iraq & Middle East

17 Oct 1932 UK PO wrote to Palestine PO asking for
agreement to forward all underpaid air mail by air

1 Jan 1933 Palestine agreement came into effect.

D The Cement Mzrkeotime Bo. Ltdi 7 "’: 8 Dec 1934 in Tel Aviv, Palestine:
=3 - 14 m paid: 30g in pencil
19m underpaid on 33m (13m + 2 x 10m) rate for 30g
i Portland Iouse, hill Str, Palestine taxe mark.
w > In London Foreign Branch :
o 2 x 19m x 1%d/8m = 7.1d

Rounded to 7‘?

F.B.

11 Mar 1935 in Tel Aviv, Palestine: :
8m short on 23m rate for 20g |

In London Foreign Branch: i
2x8mx 1%di8m = /-

F.B.

14 Apr 1935 in Haifa, Palestine:
2m underpaid on 10m postcard rate

BY

In London Foreign Branch:
2 x2m x 1%2d/8m = 0.75d

D
Rounded up to / - DpEirplay” o
B 51, Paimerston licuss,
| J. EZRA 3ishopsgate, 0.2
ON - SHIPPING o SL ST 7, T =] :
S BURANCES F
" _ HAIFA: ' -y
JTEL. 200, PR 202 e it e A e .-.-.:.7‘

1934-35 — Double deficiency on combined air letter and postcard rates



In 1930s KLM carried significant amounts of
air mail between UK, Egypt and Iraq.

Rates from Egypt and Iraq to UK were higher
than rates by Imperial.

Ay
V&L,

PAR AVION
21 Dec 1935 in Alexandria, Egypt: Marked BY K.L.M. Airmail
Double rate
Rate by KLM: 28m surface + 2 x 25m air = 78m
50m underpaid for KLM
Rate by Imperial: 28m surface + 2 x 13m air = 54m
26m underpaid for Imperial

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 15m = 2d

Based on KLM rate 2 x 50m x 2d/15m = 13.3d k DJ .
Based on Imperial rate 2 x 26m x 2d/15m = 6.9d x i | 9 =r
S N
Rounds to 2 S
£ 23 ~
Taxed against Imperial rate if so was it diverted to Imperial? ¥ 3

If diverted to Imperial why was the KLM indication not deleted?
= ]
20 Oct 1936 in Cairo:
Paid 28m sufficient for Imperial service (15m surface + 13m air)
KLM Air fee 25m per 20g (Summer service); 20m per 20g (Winter service)
Winter service started 7 Oct 1936

but charged as 12m short on 40m (15m surface + 25m air) KLM summer rate

BYK L. M.at

Label under due stamps

In London Foreign Section:
P114 Equivalent 15m = 2d
2 x12m x 2d/15m = 3.2d

Rounded up to 3 ;-

TQ Pay
F.&
24

Tf\m. M. Feee. . '\(;(/k‘(/), ,

s (rjec;o ourc:__\"’. cac,

Iraq — Egypt KLM Service 1 - Asia: Iraq & Middle East

NNE - J\;‘Jr.)s-/er POS
T ——— . R
12y h. L.

e

»
BOSTAGE Dt |

r ENZANCE.

(’/TD:T\) NWA K~

Front only

1986 reproduction of
1933 KLM advertising poster by J. Wiga.

o
& 13 Apr1937 in Baghdad:
JER e Marked BY K.L.M. Airmail
SARRSZ 0 Rate by KLM: 15f surface+ 2 x 24 air = 39f
_SOR, .
5T 1f underpaid
- UPU minimum postage due 5 g ctm (pencil)

In London Foreign Branch:
5 g ctms minimum postage due =

70

2
I.B.
K.

Dec 1935 marked BY KLM but taxed against Imperial rate

Oct 1936 by KLM paid at Imperial rate — double deficiency

Apr 1937 by KLM — minimum postage due



Preparations for Air Mail Service to India

31 Mar 1924 Imperial Airways set up to develop British air communications with Empire countries including India.

Alan Cobham’s survey flight to establish air routes to India initiated by Sir Sefton Brancker, government Director of Civil Aviation.
Brancker was a passenger on outward, but not return, flight.

Financed by government, Imperial Airways and other air industry participants but not Post Office.
Flight carried no official mail.

Return flight left Rangoon 8 Feb and Calcutta 12 Feb 1925 landing at Croydon 17 Mar receiving a fantastic reception from crowds that had gathered.

/" AeRopUNE &
,Qb\'/ D. H 50 “'9
.f‘ " 1024. 192 5

AN | ALcumn '«mn

2 — Asia: India and Far East

Croydon — Basel by land plane
Basel — Genoa by train

Genoa - Alexandria by flying boat
Alexandria to Karachi by land plane

Variations 1929-1936:
Different rail segments across Europe
North or South shore of Persian Gulf

\

——

1929 Imperial Airways Route to India

o

One of about 100 envelopes carried from Calcutta to London Signed by A.B. Elliott, Cobham’s engineer.

Not an official mail flight: Indian stamp not cancelled.

17 Mar 1925 posted at Croydon.

In London EC district office: treated as 1%d internal letter rate unpaid.
Double deficiency = 3d postage due

Mar 1925 unofficial air mail — Indian stamp invalid — charged as unpaid internal letter

Argosy plane used by Imperial Airways
on London to Paris leg of route.

Tucketts Aviation Series No.6 Cigarette Card
Tuckett Ltd Hamilton Ontario.

Short S8 Calcutta
Built to Imperial Airways
specifications for Mediterranean
leg of service to India.

Aug 1928
Postcard of MPs inspecting Calcutta
flying boat moored in River Thames.

BBC Hulton Picture Library




Imperial Airways - First Flights to and from Karachi 5 — Asia: India and Far East
26 Mar1929 in London:

2 L jf’/ - Croydon — Basel by land plane 6d per %2 oz air fee paid; 1%2d Empire surface rate unpaid
r_‘% ;ﬂ r Basel — Genoa by train Double deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms (blue m/s)
! Genoa — Alexandria by flying boat i

Crg;[ # Alexandria to Karachi by land plane -\\,\J 5 4 35, Hexagonal taxe mark applied.
J“I 7 f \ ’ .
*ﬂ# W ’ ’,:// 4} ) g 29: _ M oS 30 Mar City of Glasgow (Argosy) Croydon to Basel
) j "'r_ s ;. ?\ £ ( l s 31 Mar City of Athens Genoa to Alexandria
T o / ' (\ L7 4 Apr City of Jerusalem leave Alexandria arriving in Karachi 6 Apr
£

16 Apr in Rangoon: 30 g ctms converted to 3A
Churchill Road postage due mark.

. “RA
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RANGCOCON » o

AR
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AIRMAIL

71

45
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U — e

PERSIA.IRAQ & EGYPT N

BY FIRST AIR MAIL
Frem ACHI ,INDIA te LONDON,ZNGLAND.

via I’é“ﬁé& AI& A!S.

Loading Air Mail L%rs g?é?:;; ggal:gpfggazl Airways Aircraft ! l 0 _1?i gaglg ";‘ 1.; :ft B‘A":;d
4 Apr 1929 in India: 6A per % oz air fee paid ot Maks
2A surface rate unpaid.

ENGLAND.
7 Apr City of Baghdad Karachi to Alexandria arriving 9 Apr .
In London Foreign Branch: 11 Apr Flying boat to Genoa and rail to Basel TN | |
P114 Equivalent 2A = 1%d 14 Apr Basel to Croydon City of Glasgow (Argosy) :
2 x 2A X 1%4d/2A = 3d i

15 Apr in London 3d postage due collected

Mar/Apr 1929 air fee paid — surface rate unpaid — double deficiency



UK - India correspondence re underpaid air mail:

Sept 1929 Complaints re delay as underpaid items

._\)f", -
diverted to surface. }‘r*

Confusion regarding application of Hague rules
limiting postage due to 2 x surface rate for overweight air mail.

If overweight not recognised in country of origin and sent by air
should surcharge in country of destination be based on air rate?

Mid 1930 British rules: Items taxed in India
to be surcharged with 2 x surface rate as maximum.

Late 1930 — mid 1931 discussions regarding sending all underpaid
air mail by air surcharged double deficiency on air rate.

India concerned over possible loss of revenue.

1 July 1931 six month trial of sending all underpaid air mail
by air surcharged on air rate.

1 July 1932 India wanted to end trial but
acceded to UK request to continue it.

1929-32 Underpaid Air Mail to and from India

Mrs, A. Griffiths, : dresid)

46, Police Hospital Road) <y

Entally Post Office,/ [
faloutia,

e . () 167 PR

31 Mar 1929 — 3 Nov 1929 UK Air Rate to India
Surface 1%d for 1 oz; Air fee 6d per %2 0z

26 July 1929 mailed in London

Y2d overpaid for 772d rate for /2 0z (1%2d surface + 6d air fee):
5%.d underpaid on 1s 17%d 1 oz rate (1%d surface +1s air fee)
London hexagonal taxe mark — where was T 30 applied?
Application of Hague rule — 2 x surface rate maximum due?

M/s 2-3 2A-3P = 2YA underpaid f

2YaA x 2 converted to 45 g ctms (red m/s). ?

s 16 Nov: Hanno left Karachi ,‘?,,
e P €l - 23 Nov: Heracles arrives London 75
el " g - B
By ' ) In London Inland Section: l
l P114 Equivalent 2%A = 2d y

2 x 2VaA x 2d/2'2A = 3.6d '

AIRWAYS

TIID A T S S

27 July: City of Wellington left Croydon
3 Aug: City of Cairo arrives Karachi

15 Nov 1932 mailed in Bombay
1% oz - 3 air rates 2 surface rates (3/2) m/s

i
M/s 1-12-6 1R-12A-6P =227%A rate )
M/s 1-10-3 1R-10A-3P =20"%A paid ¢

Rounded down to 3;?

24 Nov in Broadstairs: 3'd postage due. i

T o S et

2
.8
F

|

Sl

7 Aug In Calcutta: 30 g ctms converted to 3A postage due

2 — Asia: India and Far East

1 Dec 1931 - 6 July 1933 Indian Air Rate; Karachi - UK
Surface 2%2A for 1 0z; 2A extra oz, Air fee 6A per 2 0z

3 Dec 1932 mailed in India

13A underpaid on 222A 1%, oz rate (472A surface + 18A air fee)
13A x 2 converted to 260 g ctms (red m/s)

In London Inland Section:

P114 Equivalent 2'2A = 2d

2 x 13A x 2d/22A = 20.8d rounded up to 1s 9d.

15 Dec 1932 1s 9d postage due collected in Birmingham

7 Dec: Hadrian left Karachi
14 Dec: Heracles arrives London

By July 1931 Hague Rules disregarded between India and UK — double deficiency on air rate



2 — Asia: India and Far East

1932 Underpaid Air Mail Karachi - Delhi 1936 Underpaid Ceylon Mail — Air from Madras

Ceylon — UK Air Mail

Karachi — Delhi Air Mail Jan 1931 — July 1932 ) o .
Dec 1932 Air from Karachi with alternative

Delhi Flying Club ran air mail service between Karachi and Delhi o ) ) o )
_ _ _ _ ) Indian internal air mail by Tata Airlines Madras — Karachi
Connected with Imperial Airways Karachi - London service . i i .
Connected with Imperial Airways at Karachi.
7 Feb 1933 — 23 Oct 1936 Ceylon rate to UK 9 cents surface 15t 0z,
Air fee from Karachi 30 cents per 2 0z
Raised to 35 cents 6 Apr 1934

Air fee from Madras 60 cents per %2 0z

Indian rate 2%A surface 15t oz, Air fee from Karachi 6A per %2 0z
Air fee from Delhi  8A per Y2 0z

23 Mar 1932 in Rangoon:
10%A paid for 2 oz air from Delhi (2%2A surface + 8A air fee)
C EALCIRTE M/s indication Delhi — Karachi
LL
‘ M 55 M°Ca ! 8A underpaid on 18%2A 1 oz air from Delhi (2'2A surface + 16A air fee)

8A x 2 converted to 160 g ctms (blue m/s) — India circular Taxe mark
23 Bé,n.gvus CreseenT g ctms ( )

' > ; ¥ 30 Mar: Hadrian left Karachi
) L7 {'\“ = Y R, 6 Apr:  Horatius arrives London

In London Inland Section:

4 ﬁ; oT L. AN D P114 Equivalent 25A = 2d
2 x 8Ax 2d/2"2A=12.8d rounded up to

-------

7 Apr 1932 in Greenock: 1s 1d postage due 7
1

7 Aug 1932 mailed in Calcutta

8Y2A paid for Y2 oz air from Karachi (2'2A surface + 6A air fee)

M/s indication Delhi — Croydon

2A underpaid on 10%A %2 oz air from Delhi (272A surface + 8A air fee)
2A x 2 converted to 40 g ctms (blue m/s) — India Taxe mark

24 Aug 1936 in Ceylon:

Air Maii label but route not indicated, paid 88 cents

Marked ‘2’ for double rate

Overpaid for 79 cents (2 x 35c¢ air + 9c surface) double rate via Karachi

Treated as 41 cents underpaid on 129¢ (2 x 60c air + 9c surface) rate via Madras
4 cents underpaid on 39 cents %2 oz air from Karachi (9c surface + 30c air fee)

4 cents x 2 converted to 15 g ctms ( m/s) — Ceylon Taxe mark

10 Aug: Hanno left Karachi

26 Aug: Helena arrives London )
In London Foreign Branch:

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 9 cents = 1d 9 D

P114 Equivalent 2'2A = 2d

2 x 2A x 2d/2'%A = 3.2d rounded down to c)

17 Aug 1932 3d postage due in Ayr. W

2 x 41 cents x 1d/9 cents = 9.1d rounded to

F.B.
5 Sep 1936 in London: 9d postage due collected

12 days in transit

Aug 1932 from Calcutta — Delhi to Karachi air fee unpaid Mar 1932 from Rangoon — over weight on air rate from Delhi Aug-Sep 1936 Ceylon — underpaid on extended air service via Madras



May 31, 1935.
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2 — Asia: India and Far East

Government of India — Bureau of Public Information
QUETTA EARTHQUAKE 1935
10t June 1935

Orders have been issued to all Post Offices in India and Burma directing them to deliver, without taxing, all
unregistered articles posted at Quetta, Mastung and Kalai ....... if such articles are either unstamped or

understamped. ....... British Post Office has been requested not to tax letters from these offices whether they
are conveyed by sea or air.

Free postage concession ended on 14 June.
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In London Inland Section:
Triangular 1.S. inspector’s mark authorizes delivery with no postage due.

June 1935 unpaid air mail from Quetta earthquake allowed free



Hong Kong

Karachi

Hong Kong
Feeder Service
1936-37

From 1934 Imperial Airways to Singapore and beyond stopped at Bangkok
In 1933 Siam PO agreed to accept and taxe underpaid air mail from UK.

5 Feb1937 in Greenock:

In London: 1d underpaid on 11d combined %2 oz rate to Siam
Double deficiency = 2d = 20 g ctms (blue m/s)
Hexagonal London taxe mark

(/.,7' ! u‘}) 'ﬂ B ;’! '°Jm:ﬂ. ;1N ﬂ\{

) Wi
\“/ '\:‘l': ’ v | | l' .] l
.- pBo—
’
4 ‘ { \\
( \) 3)

In Siam: UPU rate 15 satangs = 25 g ctms.
20 g ctms x 15s/25ctms = 12 satangs (blue m/s) postage due

Feb - Mar 1937 to Siam by Imperial —

8 Mar Imperial Airways Castor left Southampton
15 Mar Aurora arrived Bangkok (backstamp)
Directed to Na Pradoo via Penang

1937 Underpaid Air Mails to/from Far East

Mar1936 — Dec 1937 Imperial Airways operated a feeder service from

2 — Asia: India and Far East

Penang to Hong Kong to connect with main route to UK.

Rate from UK to Hong Kong 6d per % oz.

11 Aug 1937 in Birmingham:
Addressed to Shanghai China
Route indication BY AIR MAIL TO HONG KONG

Air mail rate to China 1s 6d per 2 0z

6d stamp to pay 6d air rate to Hong Kong
plus 2%d stamp for UPU rate to China?!

In London:
Treated as 97%d underpaid on 1s 6d air rate to China.
2 x9%d =19d = 190 g ctms (blue m/s)

BY AIR MAiL TO HONG KONG

— = T~

- BY AIR MAIL

Hong Kong & Shanghai 3anking Corporation,
SHANGHAI, ‘
: / China.

double deficiency

23 Aug 1937 Imperial plane Dorado left Penang
24 Aug arrived in Hongkong
25 Aug Canton back stamp

31 Aug In Shanghai: UPU rate 25 cents = 25 g ctms
190 g ctms = 190 cents postage due.

Aug 1937 attempt to use preferential Hong Kong air rate for mail to China
double deficiency postage due




1937 Underpaid Air Mail from Indo China by Air France

2 — Asia: India and Far East

. n .
2"'! Air France Route to Indo China c1937 Hanci— Harseille

Paris

From Jan 1932 Air France (initially Air Orient) operated regular service
between France and Indo-China which ran until June 1940

similar to Imperial route
except via Lebanon and Syria

Marsei G
\ “ Air France route as far as Bangkok

Ao~ Q Beirut

= Baghdad not Egypt and Palestine
.
\\ Hanoi
Bangkok
12 Nov 1937 in Tonkin: N -

Paid 36c¢,
9c short on 45¢ (15c¢ surface + 30c air) rate for 5g
m/s 1+2 (1 surface 2 air rates); Triangular taxe mark

15 Nov 1937 flight left Hanoi
19 Nov arrived Marseille

British mail could be sent on this service.

Indo China rates: UPU surface rate 15c¢ for 20g; air fee to France 30c
British P114 equivalent 15c¢ = 2%d

7 July 1937 in Hai-phong: 9 July Air France flight left Hanoi
Paid 45¢ (15¢ surface + 30c air) rate for 5g, 16 July arrived in Marseille

30c short on 75¢ (15¢ surface + 60c air) rate for 10g; 17 July mail arrived in London.
m/s 1+2 (1 surface 2 air rates); Triangular taxe m

INDOFrH.NE

\ 7

HIINDOCHINE

In London Inland Section: 2 x 30c x 2'2d/15¢ = //J

O

In London Foreign Branch: S ' i 2 19 July 1937 10d postage due collected in UK.

2 x 96 x 2d/15¢ =¢)?
F B.

23 Nov 1937 3d postage due collected.

July & Nov 1937 from Hanoi by Air France — double deficiency on air rate



1933 - 34 Imperial Airways To and From Malaya > _ Asia: India and Far East

Dec1933 Imperial Airways

route extended to Singapore 18 Aug 1934 in Singapore:

40c paid for /2 oz air rate to UK; 40c short on 80c double rate
2 x40c x 32 g ctms/12¢c = 213 g ctms ~ 215 (m/s in taxe mark).

Sept 1934 Dutch KLM To Singapore

Singapore Raltes: Published UK Air Mail Rate to Singapore via Imperial:

Air Mail rate to UK via Imperial

30 Dec 1933 35 cents per Y2 0z air fee

6 Apr 1934 40 cents per %2 0z combined rate
Surface rate to UK 8c (P114 equivalence 8c = 1%d)
UPU rate 12c (equivalent to 32 g ctms?).

_ﬂ\/" O[V\
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18 Aug 1934 Aurora left Singapore for Karachi
22 Aug Helena left Karachi for Cairo
25 Aug Sylvanus Cairo to Alexandria
25 Aug Satyrus Alexandria to Brindisi —
27 Aug Horatius Paris to London

Rail Brindisi to Paris

K.

In widely ditributed air mail leaflets
30 Nov 1933 — 11d per Y2 0z
17 Nov 1934 — 6d per %2 0z

Unpublished UK Air Mail Rate to Singapore via KLM:
Only available by enquiry at post offices
1s per % 0z (start date not known)

17 Jan 1935 Proud’s estimate of start date from known covers

This cover dated 5 Sep 1934 establishes new earliest date.

In London:
Marked By Dutch Air Mail - Amsterdam to Singapore

5 Sep 1934 11d Imperial Air Rate to Malaya paid

1d underpaid on rate via KLM
2 x1d =2d =20 g ctms (m/s)

In London:
8 Dec 1933 - 20 Nov 1934 Air Rate to Malaya 11d per 2 oz
3d underpaid: 2 x 3d = 6d = 60 g ctms (blue m/s)

9 Dec 1933 Hengist London to Paris; To Brindisi by rail
11 Dec Satyrus Brindisi to Cairo

12 Dec Hannibal Cairo to Karachi

15 -19 Dec Astraea & Aurora Karachi to Singapore

20 Dec in Kuala Lumpur:

60 g ctms x 12 cents /32 g ctms = 22.5 cents (

Actual charge 22 cents postage due collected

Dec 1933 double deficiency on First Flight

9
>
2
>
<
o}
z

In London IS: Based on correct 6 Apr 1934 rate — 2 x 40c x 1%2d/8c = 15d

Aug 1934 single rate paid

Based on old 30 Dec 1933 rate — 1 oz rate 78c (8¢ surface + 2 x 35¢ air)
N\ Deficiency 38c — 2 x 38¢c x 11/2d/8C =14.25

Rounded up to 14%d = 7/
S

28 Aug In Stamford: 14d due coIIected

—in London taxed on old double rate

Front only
20 Sep in Singapore:
20 g ctms x 12 cents /32 g ctms = 7.5 cents

Rounded up to 8 cents postage due collected

Sep 1934 Imperial rate paid — Double deficiency on KLM rate




From 1928 KLM air mail to Dutch East Indies.
By 1930 regular weekly air service Amsterdam — DEI via Singapore.

KLM used British airfields in Iraqg and India in exchange for allowing
UK to use DEI airfields for planned service to Australia.

DEI Rates: Surface to Netherlands 12% cents, UPU surface 15¢, Air fee 30c

2 Dec 1932 in Batavia: fully paid for air to Netherlands
2%,¢ underpaid for air to UK
2 x2Cx 25 g ctms/15¢=8 1/3 g ctms (red m/s).

/

PER L'JCHTPOST
PAR AVION

2 Dec 1932 Oehoe leaves Batavia/Bandoeng
12 Dec arrives in Amsterdam

In London Inland Section: D
8 1/3 g ctms rounded up to 10 ctms = /

IS
G

13 Dec in Guildford: 1d postage due collected

1932 letter from DEI Post Office to UK Post Office replying to UK letter proposing
that all underpaid air mail be forwarded by air charged double deficiency.

DEI does not support UPU Hague Rules on diverting mail to surface.

Open to UK proposal
If our current experiment with the Dutch Administration gives no satisfaction.

The deficiency on this letter is small enough that
it would have been sent by air even under the Hague Rules.

Dec 1932 from DEI by KLM - double deficiency

1932 - 37 Underpaid Air Mails to/from Dutch East Indies 2 _ Asia: India and Ear East

By 1937 both Imperial and KLM had twice weekly service.
Difficult to identify particular flight that carried a cover.

7 Oct 1937 in Scotland: 9%2d underpaid on 1s air rate to DEI
2 x9%d =19d = 190 g ctms (blue m/s)

Batavia

9 Dec1933 Imperial air route extended to Singapore.
From this date air mail between the UK and DEI could go by Imperial or KLM.

8 Dec 1934 — 1 Sep 1939 UK Air Rate to DEI: 1s per 2 0z by either service
12 Mar 1937 in London: 6d underpaid on 1s air rate to DEI
2x6d=12d = 120 g ctms (blue m/s)

Carried by KLM:
- 5 13 Mar 1937 Perkoetoet leaves Amsterdam
19 Mar arrives Batavia/Bandoeng

No Imperial Flight meets these dates

22 Mar in Batavia: 25 g ctms = 15 cents
120 g ctms x 15¢/25 ctms = 72¢ postage due

‘
IF¥ UNDELIVERED RETURN 1O L
Franx .. BULLOCK.' -

REPRESENTING ;
MULLER & PHIPPS (ASIA) LTD.,
ALDWYCH HOUSE,
LONDON, W.C.2.

liessrs. Muller & Phipps (Malsya, Itd. —~
26, sluisorugstraat. i ; RN }"\
BATAVIA A7V}
DoEa di --”'.. ¥t 4 ¥ 3
(RN WA &S
N\ A Uge? - .%3
" 13
“yer -
q 18 Oct in Soebang: 25 g ctms =15 cents
# 190 g ctms x 15¢/25 ctms = 114c postage due

Mar 1937 to DEI by KLM - double deficiency Oct 1937 to DEI probably by Imperial — double deficiency



Before empire air service was extended to Australia in 1934
mail to and from UK could be accelerated by air service within Australia.

Australian internal air mail rate from 1921 — 3d per “2 0z plus surface postage.

10 Aug 1927 in Taunton UK: addressed to Carnarvon Western Australia
Marked AIR MAIL FROM PERTH

UK PO did not advertise this service until 1929 o
Rates available on application at head post offices SON R
Weight between 1 and 1%z oz {5 9 /}

Paid 8'2d (2'%d surface rate + 2 x 3d air fee).

<2

In Perth:

Western Australian hexagonal taxe mark

m/s 3 - 3 air mail rates; only paid for 2 air mail rates
3d underpaid

Charged single deficiency postage due?

1927 single deficiency Perth to Carnarvon

British Underpaid Mail — Early Australian Internal Air Services

3 — Australasia

21 Apr 1929 Return of Qantas first Brisbane to Charleville flight
Addressed c/o Postmaster Brisbane

Via AIR MAIL Charleville Brisbane

Unpaid - Should have been paid 47%2d (17%d surface plus 3d air fee)
Hexagonal framed standard Queensland Taxe mark

Charleville

5 Dec 1929 in Richmond Near Sydney — addressed to Bristol England
AIR MAIL m/s 1-2A indicates 1 surface + 2 air rates

Should have been paid 7%2d (1%d surface + 2 x 3d air fee)

1%d underpaid - 2x 1%d = 3d =30 g ctms (T30 red m/s)

No indication of air route — sent by lowest cost service.

In London Foreign Branch:

30 gctms =y

In Bristol: 3d'postage due collected.

Dec 1929 one Australian air rate underpaid — double deficiency

22 Apr In Brisbane:

Redirected to Dorchester England

4'd rate to UK unpaid (172d surface + 3d air fee)
2 x4%d =9d =90 g ctms

Before 1 Jan1933 agreement between UK and Australian POs
to forward all underpaid air mail by air charged double deficiency.

Hague Rules probably applied.

In London Inland Section:
Maximum postage due of 2 x 1%d surface rate = 37

In Dorchester: 3d postage due collected.

Apr 1929 unpaid Australian air mail — Hague Rules applied




Experimental Air Mail Flights from Australia — 1931
» |

1 Apr 1931British PO announced that Imperial Airways and QANTAS (Queensland
and Northern Territories Aerial Services) would run two experimental round trip mail
flights to Sydney.

Imperial would carry mail to Darwin. Qantas flew Darwin to Brisbane.

Australian National Airways (Kingsford Smith’s company) took mail from Brisbane.

4 Apr first experimental air mail left Croydon by Imperial Airways
19 Apr City of Cairo crashed near Koepang
Kingsford Smith flew Sydney to Koepang to pick up mail and carry to Darwin.

Return of First Experimental Air Mail
24 Apr 1931 Qantas flight left Brisbane
Cloncurry was a stop on the route to Darwin.

22 Apr posted at Mount Isa, 120 km from Cloncurry
Marked Australia - England Experimental Air Mail
Probably joined flight at Cloncurry

1s 9d air fee paid with Kingsford Smith stamps
2d surface rate not paid. 2 x 2d = 4d =40 g ctms (red m/s)
Hexagonal taxe mark

BY AR MAIL] §

eensland %

=)

Front on card
Imperial could not carry mail from Darwin - City of Cairo still grounded at Koepang

27 Apr 1931 Kingsford Smith left Darwin in Southern Cross with mail
Mail transferred to Imperial at Akyab, Burma
14 May mail reached England.

In London Foreign Branch: 40 g ctms:. f*
i

15 May In Ormskirk: 4d postage due collected

Koepang & Darwin

Cloncurry
Mount Isa)

Brisbane

31 Mar 1931 special stamps issued for experimental air mails.
Commemorated Kingsford Smith’s feats of long distance aviation
Including trans-Pacific and trans-Atlantic flights.

Stamps showed Smith’s plane Southern Cross over globes.

3 — Australasia

Kingsford Smith and ANA had ambitions for air mail between Australia and Europe.
In 1931 they organized a Christmas flight independent of Imperial Airways.

Australia England Christmas Air Mail
16 Nov 1931 posted in Perth

1s air fee paid with AIR MAIL SERVICE stamps (modified Kingsford Smith design)
2d surface rate not paid. 2 x 2d = 4d =40 g ctms (black m/s) taxe mark

20 Nov 1931 flight left Sydney ANA Southern Sun piloted by G. V. Allan
26 Nov crashed in the jungle near Alor Star Malaya.

BYPAPAJHI\/I(MHélL \ Q < v
il e et B "). ' o
/

Smith and his airline Australian National Airways carried both covers

on this page for part of their journey.

Kingsford Smith picked up mail in Alor Star in Southern Star
16 Dec he reached England.

In London Foreign Branch: 40 g ctms = c;

4d postage due collected a

Apr & Nov 1931 air fee paid — surface rate unpaid — double deficiency



1929-34 Multiple Air Routes & Rates to and from Australasia 3 —Australasia

From Karachi to London air mail in 1929 to regular air service in Dec 1934
three air mail services available:

Air in Australia from Perth Air fee 3d
Air from London to Karachi 6d r
Air London to Karachi + air from Perth 9d

By Air Sydney - Perth & Karachi - London é /Y?ZJQUO

22 Aug 1930 in Sydney:

Marked Via Australian — Karachi London Air Mail
Should have been paid 11d (9d air + 2d surface) Front only
3d underpaid; Double deficiency = 6d blue pencil under due stamps

By Air Karachi - London

2 Aug 1930 In Pirron Yallock, Victoria:

Before surface rate increase on 4 Aug1930

AIR MAIL indicated but no route specified

172d over paid for air to Perth (3d air + 17%d surface)

In Melbourne:
Treated as 1% underpaid
on 7%d rate (6d air Karachi —London + 1%d surface)
2 x 1%d = 3d = 30 g ctms — Octagonal T/30 taxe mark
In London Inland Section: 30 g ctms = 59
I.s.

25 Aug in Kingston on Thames: 3d postage due collected.

N

In UK 1934: Marked BY AIR MAIL label
No route specified
1%2d under paid for air from Perth

(3d air + 1%d surface)
London hexagonal taxe mark

1 Sep 1934 in Air Mail Section Sydney:
Oval framed TAX 3P

28 Sep 1934 3d postage due collected. Front only
In London West Central District Office: :i“ﬁ‘é} postage due

6d in due stamps applied but cancelled when redirected to Blackpool

1930 - 34 all items double deficiency on appropriate air mail rate



Air mail rates 8 Dec 1934 — 23 July 1937 — Start of All-Up Air Mail (See Chapter 5)
UK to Australia 1s 3d per ¥2 0z; Australia to UK 1s 6d per %20z.

Dec 1934 Imperial Weekly Service Extended from Singapore to Brisbane

3— Australasia

1 Jan 1933 Australia agreed to British proposal to forward all unpaid air mail by air.

GANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS LINER " COMMONWEALTH " CLASS

Qantas Commonwealth Class Plane
Players cigarette card

8 Dec 1934 First flight to Brisbane by Imperial and associated companies.
Qantas was to carry mail Singapore to Brisbane but was not ready in Dec 1934.

From March 1935 Qantas flew Commonwealth class airplanes between Singapore and Brisbane.

By 2" London - Brisbane Flight

12 Dec 1934 in Norwich: from Laurence Scott and Electromotors Ltd

AIR MAIL label — 11%2d paid
2s 9%.d underpaid on 3s 9d ftriple rate for 172 0z

In London: hexagonal taxe mark partly under postage due stamps

15 Dec Imperial Airways Horatius carried mail London to Paris

Rail to Brindisi, Various Imperial planes carried mail
28 Dec Aurora arrived at Brisbane

29 Dec in Sydney Air Mail Section:
2 x 2s 9'%d = 5s 7d postage due collected with postage due stamps.

BY AIR MAIL

’ PAR AVION 7 . |

-Meesrs James Grimmwood
}Sipu_nt@nt & Auditors
SVt Y3sephens House

& A 3 Polemen Street

g S} BeCoe2e 1 _L_UI\'D(J_'-. BE.C.4
(;L:hiD ‘
| ENGLAND,
- ¥
30 Apr 1937 in Sydney: Stamp cancelled AIR MAIL/SYDNEY NS W \
AIR MAIL label — 1s 6d underpaid for 2 x %2 0z air mail rate ¢ Foia

2 x1s 6d = 36d = 360 g ctms — m/s in red square taxe mark.
1 May Qantas Sydney left Brisbane — 12 May Cassiopeia arrived at Southampton
In London Foreign Section: due mark 3s 0d/ More to Pay/2 rates/ over ; oz

13 May in London 3s postage due collected

1937 double rate — paid single rate from Australia

(A HH0S .l'.‘l'\ 104 ¢
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION ‘

Messrs. Palmer Stockdade & Co.,

110 Cannon Street,

"o -

May 1936 from Adelaide: Air to Perth — onward by surface service still available — 7d paid — m/s 2 oz — rate 1s 4d (4 x 3d air + 2 x 2d surface)
9d underpaid — 2 x 9d = 18d = 180 g ctms (Sm[{s)
In London Foreign Branch: 180 ctms =. /Z/?

1934 triple rate from UK - double deficiency

1936 quadruple rate by internal Australian air service to Perth




3 — Australasia

New Zealand to UK by Imperial Airways Karachi—London Aug 1934 New Zealand Mail to UK by US Air Post

18 Nov 1932 In Palmerston:
Route specified  Per SS Maunganui Via Sydney
Karachi - London AIR MAIL
7d paid; 1d short on 8d rate (6d air + 2d surface) ot -
2 x1d =2d =20 g ctms; New Zealand taxe marks s
~—  SSMonterey %;;—:

-

US Air Post

" Trans-Atlantic
by Sea

Trans-Pacific
by Sea
SS Monterey

g?cr.j’ '

From Jun 1932 SS Monterey (Matson Line)
plied Pacific Ocean including New Zealand and

B ﬁ Wellington West Coast of USA
In London Inland Section: ¢

o

ZOgctms=2'

l.ls
In Hull:
2d postage due collected

1 Jun 1932 Rate from New Zealand via US Air Post — air fees to be paid in NZ stamps
To US destinations 4d air fee + 1d surface
To UK 5d air fee + 1d surface

23 Aug 1934 in Wellington:

Front only
) marked
Postcard to New Zealand Diverted to Surface Per “Monterey”
3 ; T ~ ‘ 4 United States Air Post
From 28 Aug 1929 BY AIR MAIL - e 504 % ¢ 5d (4d air +1d surface) for US paid
Air mail routes to New Zealand same as Australia. PAR AVION pF g 1d underpaid on

Lowest cost service 3d air in Australia from Perth 6d (5d air + 1d surface) for UK

2x1d=2d =20 g ctms
New Zealand circular taxe mark.

13 Sep 1930 in London:

7 B AIR MAIL
- - L an . AR AVION
Postcard rate by air in Australia 4'%2d (3d air + 1%d surface) : . :

Amount paid less than surface rate

17 Sep 1934 in London SW (79):
Hague rules applied - red bars to cancel air mail label 20 g?:lt)ms _ Zano:?ag:n due (79)

2 x /2d deficiency = 1d = 10 g ctms in London taxe mark 25 days in transit

Insufficiently paid for
transmission by air malil.

20 Oct in Wellington:
Circular To Pay /1d - 1d postage due collected.

1930 underpaid on postcard surface rate — diverted to surface

1932 underpaid on specified Karachi — London air — double deficiency Aug-Sep 1934 1d shorton air fee to UK via Usa — double deficiency



18 Oct 1935 New Zealand agreed to British New Zealand to and from UK by Imperial Airways via Australia 3 —Australasia
proposal to forward all unpaid air mail by air.

Air mail rates 8 Dec 1934 — 23 July 1937 - Start of All-Up Air Mail (See Chapter 5)
UK to New Zealand 1s 3d per %2 0z, New Zealand to UK 1s 6d per %2 0z

4 Mar 1935 in Levin New Zealand:

marked
Via Australia - England Air Mail : BY AIE MAIL
1d underpaid on 1s 6d air rate to UK PAR AVION l

2x1d=2d =20 g ctms New Zealand circular taxe mark

In London Inland Section:
20 g ctms = 2-0

LS.

26 Mar 1935 in Portobello Scotland:
2d postage due collected

22 days in transit.

‘\9\0 S \M‘\\-: O~

\,\/)-wuo—— /}l al e J\ .

3 Dec 1937 in Broadstairs, Kent:
1s 3d paid for /2 0z
1s 3d short on 2s 6d rate for 1 oz

28 Dec 1934 in London:

National Insurance stamp to pay 1s 3d air rate
Stamp not accepted and not cancelled
Considered 1s 3d air rate unpaid

In London: 2 x 1s 3d = 2s 6d = 300 g ctms (in pencil)

2 x1s 3d =30d
=300 g ctms (pencil)

London taxe mark 12 Jan 1935 in Sydney Air Mail Section

18 Jan in Wellington:
2s 6d postage due collected
10 x 3d postage due stamps (scarce due stamps)

In Wellington:
2 x 1s 3d = 2s 6d postage due
paid with definitive stamps.

Dec 1937 double rate from UK paid at single air rate — double deficiency

March 1935 1d short on air rate to UK via Imperial — double deficiency Dec 1935 invalid National Insurance stamp — double deficiency



27 Nov 1918 RAF Make Your Sixpence Fly Red Cross Charity Flight 4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

7 Oct — 30 Dec 1918 Lieutenant Arthur Hugh Gearing RAF made several flights ina B.E.2
biplane to raise funds for South African Red Cross. Postcards were sold for 6d but postage
was required in addition. South African Post Office applied a special cancellation.

2 Mar — 15 Jun 1925 South African Internal Experimental Air Mail Durban — Cape Town

South African Government sponsored 3 month air mail demonstration
D.H. 9 aircraft (payload only 400 Ibs) South African Air Force pilots

Durban — Cape Town service timed to meet
Union Castle weekly mail steamers to UK

Saved 1 to 2 days on time to Cape Town

(.'FJ Saved a week on return UK — Durban mail
Discontinued on 15 June 1925 after 3 months of service.

29 April 1925 British PO Memo to Secretary:

AERIAL POST CARD.

Pretoria
Johannesburg¥

Union Castle to

Southampton Durban  hitficulty has arisen here in taxing Air Mail matter received from South Africa
j_’ j Oudtshoorn impressed with the “7” stamp. _ _ _ o
Cape — It has been observed here in the Foreign Section the a discrepancy exists in the amount
Town Port London of the fee affixed to items of correspondence received from South Africa in respect of
Elizabeth Air Mail conveyance in South Africa. The correct amount of the Air Mail fee is not
known here.......

After discussion decision reached on 23 May - few weeks before experiment ended:

Until there is a better international understanding as to the treatment of insufficiently prepaid Air Mail letters it is
suggested that such letters received from South Africa should be dealt with in the manner provisionally adopted in
the case of similar letters from the Continent .......... the amount indicated by the T Stamp markings should be levied
up to a limit of double the amount of ordinary postage.

If the South African Post Office neglects to show the amount to be collected none should be collected.

MaKE your SWPEN
<R FLY &>

—

27 Nov 1918 flight from Johannesburg to Pretoria. 1d postcard rate to UK unpaid
2 x deficiency = 2d = 20 centimes in Taxe Mark

21 Jan 1919 in UK, Large 2 charge mark. 2d postage due collected.

First South-bound Flight 5-6 Mar 1925: Lieutenants Roos & Joubert left Durban 12.55 pm Thursday; Joubert returned in 5 minutes — engine trouble — continued in spare plane. Over-night in East London - change of planes & pilots in East London, Port Elizabeth & Oudtshoorn
Arrived Cape Town 1.57 pm Friday Armadale Castle departed Cape Town Friday 4 pm

Rates to UK: Letter  6d air fee + 2d surface
Postcard 3d air fee + 1% surface

| alfp'm AFRIS

Air fees to be paid by special air mail stamps.

In Durban:

Postcard with personal message

In Durban: but also a request to:

6d air fee fully paid Keep this as a memento of the first flight

2d surface letter rate to UK unpaid

2 x deficiency = 4d

of our South African Air Service.

3d air fee fully paid

=40 g ctms - Y2d short on 17%d surface postcard rate
In UK: B e o Ay 2 x deficiency = 1d
% SRS s i 2 I . =10 g ctms
Charged 4d due 72_" ' ] ﬁ"?/'/ O, i“""‘ &*m el In Edinburgh:
: “}ﬁ‘ e Vs.g".&/'h--’&i’;’/? - . : ,
\0 : 4,;_-7 e 8 Minimum 1%d international postage due
— I / L_'ﬁﬁ/‘b‘qi ' Distinctive Scottish To Pay mark

Nov 1919 Charity flight postcard rate to UK unpaid — double deficiency

Mar 1925 surface letter rate unpaid — double deficiency

Mar 1925 surface postcard rate underpaid — charged 1%d minimum postage due



From 29 Aug 1929 South African Internal Air Mail by Union Airways 4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

After 1925 Government experiment ended it took until 1929 to
find a commercial airline to provide internal air mail service.

Initial routes interconnected Johannesburg and Durban via Port
Elizabeth to Cape Town to meet Union Castle mail ships.

Until 20 Feb 1932 only regular air mail service to UK.

Union Castle to
Southampton

29 Aug 1929 in Johannesburg: Air mail to East London
4d air fee plus 1d internal letter rate fully paid.

Elizabeth

1 July 1931: by Durban to Cape Town air mail
4d air fee paid, 1%2d surface postcard rate to UK unpaid.
2 x 1%d = 3d = 30 g ctms taxe — Durban oval taxe mark

In East London:
31 Aug: arrived from Johannesburg

3 Sept: Redirected to UK h / with 3d/79 mark of London SW DO.
On redirection, became 1d underpaid on 2d letter rate to UK R 29 Aug 1929 in Durban: By Durban — Cape Town air mail 3d postage due collected
Charged 1d single deficiency. 4d air fee paid, 1d short on 2d letter rate to UK Redirected to Warminster, Wiltshire.

In UK: Marked for 3d postage due

(4
In London Foreign Branch: Marked !; postage due. 2 x1d = 2d = 20 g ctms taxe — Durban oval taxe mark
In UK: Charged 2d postage due with 2°/723 charge mark of Southampton.

Aug 1929 underpaid due to redirection — single deficiency Aug 1929 surface letter rate underpaid — double deficiency Mar 1925 surface postcard rate unpaid — double deficiency




From 28 Feb 1931 Imperial Airways Service to East Africa — First Stage of Route to South Africa 4 - Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

oy <andria Kenya & Uganda rates — Surface to UK 15t 0z 20 cents; extra 0z 15¢

Conversion 1c = 1.2 g ctms — UK P114 equivalent 20c = 1%d
Air rate to UK 65¢ per 720z

1931-32 start of Imperial Airways route to South Africa,
through Egypt and Sudan providing service to British Colonies including Uganda and Kenya.

Feb-Mar 1931 first East African air mail. Dec 1931 Christmas flight all the way to South Africa.
Jan 1932 start of Week|y service to South Africa. 27 Aug 1932 in Entebbe, Uganda: 10c short on 65c¢ air rate for %2 0z
2x10c x 1.2 ~ 25 g ctms taxe (m/s)
Kenya (1 June 1932) and Sudan (1 July 1932) agreed to British proposal to forward all unpaid air mail by air. In London Inland Section: Based on P114: 2 x 10c x 1%d/20c = //;f

Sudan rates — Surface to UK 15t 20g 15 m; extra 20g 13m; Air fee to UK 10m per 20g

Conversion 1m = 2% g ctms - UK P114 equivalent 15m = 2d 7 Sep In Tenby: 1%d postage due collected.

Oct 1932 in Khartoum: 25m paid for 20g (15m surface + 10m air fee) i I -
Double rate m/s 2; 23m short on 48m rate for 40g (28m surface + 20m air fee} l BY AIR e 3,%' 2
2 x 23m x 2% = 115 g ctms taxe (m/s) PAR A ey

'l

4 July 1932 in Khartoum:
20m paid; 5m short on 25m air rate for 20g (15m surface + 10m air fee)
2 x5m x 2’ = 25 g ctms taxe (m/s) :

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

wasataqin
SAAVH
“Zi o0 NOILYIAY A3uivi

&
GE MECINE ORuILTACNN 2] X
LS

In London Foreign Branch: In London Inland Section:
Based on P114: 2 x 5m x 2d/15m = 1.33d rounded up to xff Correct Charge ~
,?q Based on P114: 2 x 23m x 2d/15m = 6.13d rounds to 6d postage due -

12 July In London EC: 1’%d postage due collected. 18 Aug 1933 in Kisumu, Kenya: 20c short on 1s 30c air rate for 1 0z

2 x 20c x 1.2 = 48 g ctms taxe (red m/s)

In London Inland Section: Based on P114: 2 x 20¢ x 1%4d/20¢ 5"
In Edinburgh: 3d postage due collected. LS.

F

July 1932 correctly charged double deficiency Oct 1932 incorrectly charged double deficiency on Egyptian rate Aug 1932 & Aug 1933 underpaid air mail — double deficiency

Incorrect Charge based on Egyptian air rate for 40g of 54m (28m surface + 26m air)
2 x29m x 2d/15m =7.73d rounded down to /%’

R
M

In Hayes: 7°%d postage due collected.



4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

East African Route through Kenya &Tanganyika with Feeder Service from Dar Es Salaam

FLY THERE BY

Vs

1 June 1932 Kenya and Tanganyika agreed to British proposal to forward all unpaid air mail by air.

Tanganyika rates — Surface to UK 15! 0z 20 cents; extra oz 15¢
UPU rate 30c = 37.5 g ctms - UK P114 equivalent 20c = 1%2d
Air rate to UK 65¢ per %2 0z; 20c extra for Feeder Service from Dar Es Salaam to Nairobi.

Air feeder service
Dar Es Salaam, Zanzibar, Tanga,
Mombasa, Nairobi
operated by Wilson Airways

28 Dec 1933 in Morogoro Tanganyika:

29 Dec in Dodoma picked up by Imperial Airways
30c short on 65¢ air rate for %2 0z

2 x 30c x 37.5 g ctms/30c = 75 g ctms taxe (blue m/s)

12 Apr 1934 in Dar Es Salaam: 80c paid
5¢ short on 85¢ air rate for %2 0z (65¢ Imperial rate + 20c Feeder Service)
2 x 5¢ x 37.5g ctms/30c ~ 12 g ctms taxe (m/s)

o .9_- e € [ v am ma |
(o |
G

AT 1
East

Yeasnt, The Taverpool Upendn Goe Ridey

Kenya & Uganda rates — Surface to UK 1%t 0z 20 cents; extra 0z 15¢
Conversion 1c = 1.2 g ctms — UK P114 equivalent 20c = 17%d ]
Air rate to UK 65c per 72 0z ,*

26 Nov 1934 in Kenya: 65¢ short on 1s 30c air rate for 1 oz
2 x65¢ x 1.2 =156 g ctms - close to 163 taxe (blue m/s)

BY AIR MRIL

PAR AVIOH

G FRONT GF ERVELOPE ' Lid Tquserd DOambe XEy

proonde Sta,

In London Inland Section: Based on P114: 2 x 5¢ x 1%.d/20c = 0.75d
Jan 1934 in Liverpool (466): Rounded up to 1d postage due

v Correct charge Based on P114: 2 x 30c x 1%d/20c = 4%d 26 Apr In Edinburgh: 1d postage due collected.
In London Foreign Branch:

P Incorrectly charged based on Tanganyika 75 g ctms = 7¥d postage d
Based on P114: 2 x 65¢ x 1%0/20c = 9.75d Rounded up to [[ ) neorrectly charged based on Tanganylka 75 g etms = 7%4d posiage due

7 Dec in Westminster: 10d postage due collected.

Nov 1934 double weight paid at single rate — double deficiency Dec 1933 — Jan 1934 P114 conversion ignored Apr 1934 Feeder Service underpaid — double deficiency




4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

Route to South Africa — Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland

May 1933 Nyasaland Air Week arranged by Nyasaland Government
Visit by South African Air Force, Royal Air Force and
Imperial Airways Hercules City of Karachi.

At short notice City of Karachi carried mail Limbe to Salisbury
No cachets or special envelopes
This flight only, rate to UK 1s 2d per %2 oz

4 _— 221 letters carried to the UK How many were taxed?
. J. MzeCallum, Esq.,
e S ray | 31 May 1933 in Limbe:
1 Ca.rdona.]..d e : 1d short on 1s 2d special rate
Glasgow - SGOTLAND Double deficiency 2d; T taxe mark
: Carried on City of Karachi to Salisbury

2 June left Salisbury on regular north-bound Imperial flight

10 June arrived in London from Paris

12 June in Glasgow: 2d postage due collected.

27 Jan 1932 Imperial Airways first regular flight Cape Town to Croydon
29 Jan City of Basra foundered on take off at Salisbury; mail continued on City of Delhi \

Storm forced City of Delhi to land 50 miles from Broken Hill BY 2 k?i MAIL
City of Baghdad picked up mail and left Broken Hill on 6 Feb reaching London 16 Feb. R Avio

-——

" BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

17 Apr 1937 in Northern Rhodesia: 1s paid was 2 x 6d 2 oz air rate to UK
6d short on 1s 6d triple rate for 1% 0z
2 x6d =1s=120 g ctms (m/s)

5
In London Inland Section: markec ( =

29 Jan 1932 in Broken Hill: 9d paid was 2 oz air rate from UK to Northern Rhodesia &
1d short on 10d % oz air rate from Northern Rhodesia to UK; 2x1d =2d =20 g ctms (m/s) 26 Apr in Dunbar: Found Open and Officially Sealed

In London Inland Section: marked for 2d postage due; 17 Feb in Leicester: 2d postage due collected. 1s postage due collected.

Jan 1932 underpaid - first regular north-bound flight — double deficiency May 1933 underpaid on one-time special flight — double deficiency Apr 1937 triple rate paid double rate— double deficiency




4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

Route to South Africa — Southern Rhodesia

Imperial Airways Rates between UK & S Rhodesia

PR - D All rates per %2 0z
UK to S Rhodesia S Rhodesia to UK

9 Dec 1931 ad
28 Jan 1932 10d

1934 9d
21 Nov 1934 6d

1935 6d
All-Up Empire Air Malil
Jun 29 1937 1%d 2d

7 Dec 1934 in Leicester:
9d short on 1s 6d air rate for 1% oz

In London: 2 x deficiency = 18d = 180 g ctms m/s in London taxe mark.

In Southern Rhodesia: 180 g ctms = 18d = 1s 6d postage due
Southern Rhodesia did not use postage due stamps

| BY AR MAIL |

PAR AVION

| ST

\gw,n g

Jan 1933 underpaid double rate — double deficiency

26 Jan 1933 in Salisbury Southern Rhodesia:

10d rate for /2 0z paid 3 -
1+ 2Ablue pencil 1 surface =2 air rates 18 Jun3 1936 in Darwendale Southern Rhodesia: Pencil Exc % oz;
10d short on 1s 8d air rate for 1 oz .
6d short on 1s air rate for 1 0z

In London Foreign__Branch: Double deficiency = 1s = 120 g ctms — pencil T 120c
2 x deficiency = ,«,"2 In London Foreign Branch: Double deficiency postage due % 3
1s 8d postage due collected. 29 June In London SE1: 1s postage due collected.

Dec 1934 underpaid triple rate — double deficiency Sep 1935 double rate paid single rate — double deficiency



Johannesburg

Route to South Africa completed — Weekly service from late Jan 1932

Major Herbert George Brackley decorated WWI pilot (on one raid he returned with 40 holes in his machine)
Joined Imperial Airways in 1924. Responsible for training and route development.

Would have been responsible for planning British Airways route to South Africa.

Rejoined Royal Air Force in WWII rising to rank of Air Commodore.

Jan 1933 Underpaid to Brackley in Johannesburg
10 Jan 1933 In Sevenoaks Kent: 1s single rate paid - not taxed in UK.

| SN
i
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In South Africa: Considered overweight - 1s short on double rate
South African circular 2/- taxe mark. 12 x 2d dues on back

Photo Enclosed:
Imperial Airways air crew?

Jan 1933 overweight — double deficiency tax on arrival in South Africa

4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

Imperial Airways Rates London — South Africa
Letters (per ¥20z) Postcards

9 Dec 1931 1s

8 Aug 1932 1s 5d
1 Nov 1933 10d 5d
21 Nov 1934 6d 3d
All-Up Empire Air Mail

29 June 1937 1%d 1d

e

BY AIR MAIL |
PAR AVION

11 Sep 1934 in London:

10d short on 1s 8d double air rate up to 1 0z AFRICA

INIDIA &
2 x10d = 20d =200 g ctms THE EAST
2 double rate \

ﬁ 200 g ctms

In South Africa:
200 g ctms = 20d = 1s 8d due

Imperial advertising label

Sep 1934 double rate paid single rate — double deficiency



9 Dec 1931 — 2 Aug 1935 Internal air to Cape Town or Imperial Airways to London both available

Imperial Airways
to London

Union Castleto -

Southampton
i_-;ﬂ,._ /ﬁ Durban
'_:! East
2 London

Port
Elizabeth

28 Dec 1932 in Johannesburg:

Paid more than 4d rate for internal air service to Cape Town

Sent by Imperial Airways

5d underpaid on 1s rate for %2 0z

2 x 5d deficiency= 10d =100 g ctms (m/s)

BY AIR MAIL

‘PAR AVION

In London Inland Section: 100 g ctms = /ﬂ

G i

Jun 1, 1932 South Africa — British agreement

20 July 1933 in Port Elizabeth ‘Over /2 oz etc” handstamp
2d short on 8d double rate via air mail to Cape Town
Double deficiency 4d = 40 g ctms

11 April1934 surface rate to UK
reduced from 2d for 15t oz
to 1d for 1stoz.

Was air mail rate via Cape Town
reduced from 4d per %2 oz
to 2%2d per %2 0z?

25 July 1934 In Durban:

Marked for air mail to Capetown.
1d short on 2%2d rate
2x1d=2d =20 g ctms

Oval Durban taxe mark

In Manchester (498):
20 g ctms = 2d due.

underpaid air mail to be sent by air even if air fee not fully paid.

South African practice for underpaid air mail with no route specified:
If overpaid for air to Cape Town — double deficiency due on air rate via Imperial.
If underpaid for air to Cape Town send via Cape Town charged double deficiency

4— Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

4 May 1932 In Durban

4d short on 8d double rate via air mail to Cape Town
Double deficiency 8d = 80 g ctms

Oval Durban taxe mark

23 May 1932 in Southampton (723)
8d due mark of Southampton.

Insufficiently Paid

R i

25 July 1935 Underpaid on Iast Unlon A|rways fllght to connect with
Cape Town mail ships

71 Mosley Strast, _ b1 4
jé:. ! \ {\.' |
'FANCEESTER, 2. @ L ‘
England: d-39.
I s o
| SV = o e )

End of an era! From this time on all air mail to UK went via Imperial Airways.

Jul 1933 & May 1932 underpaid on internal air rate — double deficiency on internal air rate

Dec 1933 overpaid for internal air — sent by Imperial charged double deficiency

Jul 1935 double deficiency on reduced internal air rate



4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa

Completely unpaid mail between UK and South Africa forwarded by air

Jun 1, 1932 South Africa - British agreement on underpaid air mail even allowed totally unpaid letters to be sent by air.

Dec 1936 UK to Natal - Unpaid

2 Dec 1936 in London: mailed unpaid with Air Mail label
6d air rate unpaid

§, 4 ' 2 x deficiency = 1/- = 120 g ctms (blue m/s)
BY AIR MAIL

London hexagonal taxe mark.

-

TO PARIS
INDIA OR

AFRICA BY

Imperial Airways advertising label

13 Dec in Pietermaritzburg:
12 x 1d postage dues collecting 1s postage due

July 1936 Bloemfontein to UK — Unpaid

8 July 1936 in Bloemfontein: posted unpaid with Air Mail label
6d air mail rate unpaid

South Africa conversion to g ctms- to non-Empire countries 3d = 25 g ctms
to Empire countries 1d = 10 g ctms

Me'esrs. 1“:leonr& Coe,

2 x 6d deficiency incorrectly converted at non-Empire equivalence to 100 g ctms =1 Fr Selicitere, | 5\

/ 68 Hamilton Read /| |
T ;

In London Inland Section: correctly marked 120 g ctms due = //f - /}0 FELIXSTOVE, { 3

In Felixstowe: 1s postage due collected. R SUPFOLK v .s .EN&GLQID» UNP ;}T
ONBETAAL
m

July & Dec 1936 unpaid from/to UK sent by air — double deficiency



. . 4 — Africa: Imperial Route to South Africa
Underpaid for 6d per %2 0z rate between UK and South Africa P

July 1936 Bloemfontein to UK - Unpaid

- 2 June 1937 Route from Kisumu to South Africa changed to
Empire Flying Boats via Mozambique to Durban

1S

Kisumu

l_‘l

Portugal allowed Empire Flying Boats to use Mozambique ports

SD?r Es Flying boats carried 3 tons of mail— necessary for All-Up Empire air mail
dlaam

South African Airways carried mail from Durban

Underpaid on last flight before All-Up Rates

28 June 1937 in Port Elizabeth: 3d short on 6d air rate — 2 x deficiency = 6d
Oval framed 6d charge mark

30 June 1937 Flying boat Courtier left Durban and arrived Southampton 6 July
Lourengo

Marques Bilingual mark usually on items diverted to surface  Insufficiently paid for air mail

Taxed and sent by air mail

Al ¥ atl

CTUGFOSE

1 Apr 1937 in London:

4'%d underpaid on 6d air rate

2 x deficiency = 9d = 90 g ctms (m/s)
London hexagonal taxe mark.

13 Apr in South Africa:

9d South African charge mark
9d postage due paid at Dynamite Factory

Regent Palace Hotel | '
illyClrcus,W.1
E
L e 1

REDIRECTED

; ¥ 7 July 1937 in Dorchester: 6d postage due collected.
§ T 'D - @ If mailed two days later would have been overpaid for 172d All-Up air rate for /2 oz

M ArRikALN B

®|lpi

4 June 1937 in South Africa: In UK: first attempt to collect 1s postage due failed.

6d air rate for %2 0z paid

Bilingual handstamp under redirection label
MORE TO PAY/OVER '.0Z

5d short on 1s double rate

2 x deficiency = 1s

OHARGE NOT COLLECTED

postage due stamp
voided with handstamp /\/

FRESH LASEL REQUIRED

In London W2: second attempt to_collect postage due succeeded

April 1937 underpaid on 6d air rate — double deficiency June 1937 double rate — two attempts to collect double deficiency June/July 1937 double deficiency on last flight before lower All-Up rates



29 Jun 1937 All-Up Empire Air Mail Phase 1 started on Imperial Route to South Africa 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail

Excerpts from Lumley Brancker Memorial Lecture (see Frame 1 Page 2)

All letters and postcards sent by air even if All-Up Air Mail increased rates
EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME EMETRE A% MAlLe not marked for air mail. Surface All-Up Increase
The Empire Air Mail Scheme, as it has ) .
to be called, provides for the m:veym:: ?:; No increase in cost for letters up to % oz, 11/2 oz ifg 1§gd 21/ q
the air services of Imperial Airways and their 70% of total 1152 i s oy
associate companies, at flat rates of postage, of Substantial increase for letters over % oz. 20z : °
all letters, letter packets, and postcards ex- ) ) ) 20z 2%%d  6d 3%d
changed between the Empire countries which Large impact on underpaid mail. 2% 0z 3%d 7%d 4d
::eu:;riua: ba:dm&o‘q theann;lpt:lz’l ?‘t > Volume Of air mall to South Afrlca Increased .........................................
Mdhws s Amcialie. Tlﬁﬁ ngem' mhﬁudd“' On route to South Africa from June 1937 to 3 tons on each twice weekly flight,  © 0Z 5%d  15d 9%ad
for all letters posted in the United Kingdom  Brooke Bond Tea Card : : Skoz  6%d 16%d  10d
aisl adcised o pury ok e covivnies erved i Many tons of mail were underpaid.
;*‘:JP“ raloamics. dho dhcge for s Aug 1937 Fully Paid at surface rate up to 6 oz — heavy postage due on All-Up Air Rate
To have made the scheme immedi-
ately self-supporting, so far as the United
Kingdom Post Office is concerned, it would

have been necessary to fix the postage on letters
at 23d. per half ounce ; but it was felt that, as
the imperial postage rate applicable to surface
conveyance was 13d. for the first ounce and 1d.
for subsequent ounces, it would be fairer to
fix the initial postage rate for a half ounce at
13d. This had the obvious advantage that it
involved no change in the postage required for

9 Sep 1937 in UK: 1% d All-Up rate for % oz paid the lightest letters which, on the Bmp'g
Treated as 1%d short on 3d rate for 1 0z; 2 x deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms sesvioes, ars i nmmber over 70 por cent. of

, , whole of the letters posted : but some increase
London Hexagonal taxe mark with 30 in m/s in the postage rates for letters weighing more
19 Sep In Cape Town' Circular framed 3d charge mark; 3d postage due collected than a half ounce was, unfo b

" avoidable.

%%“W“"
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30 Aug 1937 in London:
Between 50z and 5% 0z

m/s Over 5 oz
6'2d surface rate for 5 to 6 oz fully paid

10d short on 11 All-Up Empire air rates
2x10d =20d =1s 8d in m/s

8 Sep in Cape Town:
1s & 8d charge marks

1s 8d in postage due collected.

e
SHEE
\

NS

Front only

Sep 1937 over % oz All-Up Air — double deficiency due = 3d Aug/Sep 1937 over 5 0z — double deficiency on 11 x All-Up rate




Xmas 1937 All-Up Mails very heavy

Dec 1937: 55 tons to South Africa — 25 tons from South Africa
Large quantities of underpaid mail

Public relations exercise — Postage due charges waived.
Labels affixed to indicate that the charges were waived.

Each postal administration had a distinctive label.

Southern Rhodesia Postage Due Waived Label

I Prde SR 4z 42

/?(/((7 e U (L%

P SN = ]

/ -

Front only
Dec 1937 in UK:
1%2d short on 4%2d All-Up rate for 1% 0z; 2 x deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms
London T/30 hexagonal taxe mark

In Southern Rhodesia:
Postage due waived label applied — no postage due collected
Print details — 12,000 printed 3 Dec 1937

5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail

Christmas 1937 All-Up Postage Due Charges Waived

GB postage due waived label ex South Africa GB postage due waived label ex Northern Rhodesia
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Postage on this letter packet was
insufficiently prepaid by the sender.
As an exceptional arrangement
during the Christmas perio only,
collection of the surcharge due is

7 waived. '
Kindly request sender to ascertain

correct rate of postage.
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> “ X 15 Dec 1937 in Broken Hill Northern Rhodesia:

W

All-Up rate set at 2d per %2 0z — same as 1 oz surface rate prior to All-Up Air Mail
Y2d short on 2d rate; 2 x deficiency = 1d = 10 g ctms (blue m/s)

In UK: postage due waived label applied — no postage due collected
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- T South African Postage Due Waived Label
30 Nov 1937 in Cape Town with Two Christmas Seals:
Y2d short on 172d All-Up rate;
2 x deficiency = 1d = 10 g ctms — Octagonal taxe mark

In UK: postage due waived label applied — no postage due collected
. f s & > ke 5

of South Africy ane Snutf'; c\ifte‘;to;‘;:’i;:iﬁq;?dd;iylmon

. 5 0%,

buiter P hierdie stuk
i Re:':’;zh:-;e\'igﬁ gedurende dieg E::iiiso:: '}
KeNnis te sre| e bse  Gellewa s i :
. Sllid-Af'-(k:te:nd'g die briefpastariof ;adls' 3stj:n§er s 7
Kenya postage due waived label AT 50 e Lo 1 ?
‘ % Ons lis. i
( w UnB s v elAnS LOTL th -
' { - -
| = A - P T
This underpaid item is liable for i / V : ; ?:i\
<}xrchargc which has bzen waived excep- . 'e [
tionally during the Christmas period. ! ‘§ "i
Plgasc request the sender to ascertain \.
from his local Post Office the correct rate ;Io o
of postage to these territories, C ‘: WA .

Front only
6 Dec 1937 in UK: 17%d short on 3d All-Up rate for 1 0z; 2 x deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms (blue m/s); London hexagonal taxe mark

17 Dec 1937 in Cape Town: Bilingual postage due waived label applied — no postage due collected.

Xmas 1937 Warning labels — no postage due collected



UK Taxe & Instructional Marks for All-Up Air Mail

Quantity of underpaid All-Up mail so large that cancelling machines were used to apply taxe marks

Machine taxe mark applied to the lower left of most underpaid All-Up Air Mail from Jan 1938.

- g (traces of the machine slogan holder can often be seen as vertical smudges)

¥ P

v}

- & o = e 3 >
55 pd r_ A\ = " .,,E ni =

Almost all covers with the machine taxe mark also have machine : $3° FOR EACH ALK OUNCE

applied explanatory mark applied on back at lower right

Most underpaid All-Up mail
1Y%-d short on 3d 1 oz rate.

The British PO had several
handstamps to indicate
30 ctms double deficiency.

11 Nov 1938 in UK:
1%d short on 3d rate for 1 oz
Machine applied taxe mark

30 g ctms handstamp 30

22 Nov in Kampala:

UPU rate 30 cents = 37.5 g ctms
30 g ctms x 30c/37.5 ctms = 24c
Rounded up to 25¢ postage due
Redirected to England

In Nottingham:
3d postage due collected.

5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail

Swaziland,
..,"'/ The Union of South Africa,

7 Nov 1938
In Bournemouth:
3d All-Up 10z rate fully paid
172d short on 4'%d

rate for 1% oz
Machine applied taxe mark
30 g ctms handstamp

30

Machine applied
explanatory mark on back

15 Nov in Mbabame,
capital of Swaziland
3d postage due collected

SOUTHAFRICA BN <OUTHAFRICA
i =

14 Apr 1939 in Isle of Man: Lo B e
1%2d short on 3d rate for 1 oz : 4 ] B
Machine applied taxe mark _ = B A:; :

30 g ctms taxe mark SUIDA (RIRA

4 known uses all from UK in

Apr 1939 on underpaid
All-Up air mail
P Re OLIV.x,
=\ F.O. J&meson Fark.
In South Africa: .. / s | ziif{fi‘%il!
3d postage due collected. X SOREN Alrica.

He Thorpman Lsq,,
Box 218,

WINDHOEK,

0 £ Ay 2
LouUTn Africsa.,

14 July in Windhoek, capital of South West Africa
3d postage due collected

Double deficiency on underpaid All-Up Airmail

'\l“.'“—Xl £33}

“/

N\

\
L\ N
~

4 July 1930

In Guernsey:

172d short on 3d rate for 1 oz
Machine applied taxe mark

30 g ctms handstamp

Machine applied
explanatory mark on back.




UK Post Office encouraged each country to set ¥ oz all-up rate All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 1 from K.U.T, Nyasaland and Rhodesias 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail
equal to 1 oz surface rate prior to All-Up air mail

\

Empire Flying boat route through Mozambique

All-Up Empire air mail provided to

Nyasaland, Northern & Southern Rhodesia G : ; /A UGANDA

by Rhodesia & Nyasaland Airways : ST | o e
connecting to flying boat route at Beira '

YRR WY e
Miss Marios Eac’:f'or’z, o

/3

; t\) - 2\ Sunnydene, )
Kisumu / ) 7
J el orfhover
DarEs ' l.'\‘x e 5.‘-‘(&_,
Salaam e~
‘ ? Nl
2 2 Nov 1937 in Southern Rhodesia:
4 Prior to All-Up air mail surface rate to UK 2d for 1%t oz; All-Up rate 2d per % 0z;
;i R R e Ly — over %2 oz in pencil; pencil fraction 2 (double rate)/40 g ctms (double deficiency)
T Rhodesia & . .
Nyasaland Beira July 1939 in Kenya, Uganda or Tanganyika: In Edinburgh (833): P114 Equivalent 2d = 2d
Airways Prior to All-Up air mail surface rate to UK 20c for 1%t oz; All-Up rate 20c per % 0z Should have been charged 2 x 2d = 4d postage due
Lourenco Circular Over " ozs/T taxe mark; 20c short on 40c rate for 1 0z;  pencil 2 for double rate Perhaps Edinburgh thought S Rhodesia All-Up rate was 172d per 72 0z — same as UK rate
Marques UPU rate 30c = 37.5 g ctms; 2 x 20c deficiency = 40c Treated as 1d short on 3d double rate; double deficiency = 2d
\n - . . - ___? s — - -— ~ - -
South African 40c x 37.5 g ctms/30c = 50 g ctms (in pencil). o R ey e
Airways In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 20c = 1%d; 2 x 20c x 1%d = 3d postage due ; AN
e ERTEEERSENRC
15 July in llichester: 3d postage due collected ANT e~

Aug 1939 in Nyasaland:

Prior to All-Up air mail surface rate to UK 2d for 15t oz
All-up rate 2d per %2 0z

1d short on 4d rate for 1 oz, Blue T 1/20

- _ N ERLETVNWNTEN| . |n London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 2d = 2d
: D 2 x 1d deficiency = 2d postage due
Messrs. GROVES & LINDLEY LTﬁ) 5 31 Aug in Huddersfield: 2d postage due collected.
Lion Buildings, Fase 10 Dec 1938 in Northern Rhodesia:
' oL o s Prior to All-Up air mail surface rate to UK 2d for 1%t 0z
L / St. J ohn’s Road’ 4 & All-up rate 2d per ¥ oz
N / e HUDDERSFIELL . 1%d short on 4d rate for 1 oz, Blue T 40c
N '}'f/ - In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalent 2d = 2d
oy England' 2 x 1%2d deficiency = 3d postage due

21 Dec in Bournmouth: 3d postage due collected.

e ooy Sy -~

Fully paid for old 1 oz surface rate — overweight for %2 oz All-Up rate



23 Feb 1938 All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 2 — Egypt, Palestine 5 — All-Up Empire Air Mail

Stage 2 extended All-Up Empire air mail to many countries in Middle East and Asia that could be reached from flying boat route to Singapore.

Palestine served from flying boat stop at Tiberius

To Calcutta

& Singapore 11 May 1939 in Sarafand (Palestine): site of large British military camp

10m All-Up rate for 10g paid; 10m short on 20m rate for 20g;
Rectangular taxe mark

14 May in London Foreign Branch: i
P114 equivalent 10m = 1%d; 2 x 10m x 1%d/10m = c__;_.?;

19 Dec 1938 in Egypt:
All-Up rate 15 mils for 15g; UPU rate 20m = 37.5 g ctms
10m short on 30m double rate; 2 x 10m = 20m ~ 38 g ctms (pencil).

et L Sy S g
PP I RN

11 Nov 1938 in Haifa (Palestine):
18m paid

5 in pencil for 5 half oz rates

Should have been paid 5 x 10m = 50m
32m underpaid

In London Foreign Section:

P114 equivalent 10m = 1%d

2 x 32m x 1%d/10m = 9.6d

Rounded to 9%2d

14 Nov in London: 9'%d in postage due stamps.

Found open or damaged
Scarce repair tape of KEVIII reign

Brigadier General Asquith,

2. A son of Prime Minister H.H. Asquith, served in WWI,
% ":':-‘rd‘-,f""‘f}' ! Rreea o wounded four times losing a leg.
(: .:" e H P

In 1930s he pursued South American business interests.

22 Dec in London Foreign Branch:
P114 equivalent 15m = 2d; 2 x 10m x 2d/15m = 2.7d; rounded down to )«
F B.

Dec 1938 underpaid on double rate — double deficiency due = 2%d May 1939 10g rate paid — double deficiency on 20g rate Nov 1938 underpaid on 5 All-Up rates— double deficiency




All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 2 — India 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail

Mail to West Indies Misdirected to India “Wander Cover” to Chief Officer of SS Beckenham

- To Calcutta
»‘ & Singapore

},/
\/b Bn bl e, -

All-Up Rate from India ) %}
Unpaid Mo Az, = %

14 June 1939 in India:

v 2'>A All-Up rate unpaid | __ \3 ol ./4, S A | %z/\

o
-~ /1
J ,Zy‘./fn

%
L . b .’ J "~
5. W Z«.ﬂu—l ik
20 June in London Foreign Branch:

P114 equivalent 22A = 2d; 12 July 1939 in London:

2 x 2%A x 2d/ 2% = Treated as 1%2d underpaid on
Imperial advertising label 3d All-Up 1 oz rate to India
2 x1%d =3d =30 g ctmsm/s
machine applied taxe mark

EWERTT =
A%'ﬁ SA i
i. *rg (& ¢ U J.I ’K 91‘

IMPERIAL| ESaoss

Backstamp

\x 3‘“1

Karachi Air mark on front

20 July in Bombay DLO:
Mistake discovered
Redirected to Antigua Br. W Indies.

14 Nov 1938 in Great Yarmouth:
172d underpaid on 3d All-Up 1 oz rate to India

In London: 2x 1%4d =3d = @Q gctms

Machine applied taxe mark and explanatory mark on back

In Karachi: Foreign Postage Due handstamp
-13/- m/s; 3A postage due

23 Nov in Calcutta: Redirected to Watts Watts & Co, London

29 Nov in London Foreign Section: Double deficiency = =72

Air mark crossed through
Treated as fully paid on Empire surface rate to Antigua

10 Aug in St. Johns Antigua: Delivered without postage due.
29 Nov inLondon: 33
30 3d postage due collected from Wattas Watts and Co.

Redirected to Los Angeles, California
Not clear whether it went to Los Angeles

July 1939 due marked when incorrectly sent to India
June 1939 All-Up rate unpaid — double deficiency 4d Due not collected when correctly sent to West Indies Nov 1938 Sender charged due on returned mail



All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 2 — Ceylon & Burma 5 — All-Up Empire Air Mail

Karachi Calcutta

Attempt to send prlnted matter at All- Up rate

12 Nov 1938 in UK: 1%4d short on 3d all-up rate for 1 0z;
2x1%d=3d= 30 g ctms; machine applied taxe mark
Machine applied explanatory mark on back

ORE'GNPUSTAE JUF]
amas _ pies! w0 N

< O PO e
/y/S'S /é d

Tata Airways carried All-Up air mail from Columbo to Karachi

13 Mar 1939 in Colombo: Paid at pre-All Up air mail rate of 9 cents
11c short on 20c All-Up rate for %2 0z

UPU rate 20c = 25 g ctms: 2 x ¢ x 25/20 = 27% g ctms (blue m/s) 22 Feb 1938 in London: d surface rate for printed matter paid e . d},,?m 3
Circular framed FTS taxe mark Caption:  PRINTED MATTER : i
(Mackay incorrectly attributes this mark to London FS) FIRST AIR MAIL WITHOUT SURCHARGE :
. : ’ fN 14
All-Up rate for printed matter same as for letters. —
?7/_ ‘ eﬂ N e A 2y T 1d short on 1%d all-up rate; London taxe mark applied _
— X O - In Ceylon: POSTAGE DUE TO BE/COLLECTED 12 CTS - &
/ Yx.!' C Prior to All-Up rates surface rate to UK 9 cents . . o
e ‘ D < Postage due may have been calculated by ratio of pre-All-Up rates 22 Nov in Rangoon: 30 g ctms = 3A postage due.
bt j * 3 2 x 1d x 9d/1%d = 12 cents
\ f‘d ;‘-'

MEs.s'Rs BRIGHT AND Jon.
th.-STR-AND

Pk £ SENDER TH
LET (ERS <P iLD BE PREPAID
52 “or sacu HALE OUNCE'!

:

21 Mar in London West Central District Office: PLEASE ADVISE SENDER THAT
P114 equivalent 20c = 2Y%d; LETTERS SHOULD BE PREPAID Backstamp
2 x 11c x 2Y%d/ 20c = 2.75d; Rounded down to ZOCENTS FOREACH RO®

1938 - 1939 underpaid on All-Up rate — double deficiency due



All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 2 — Assam & Malaya 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail

e —— -—— — - ~ ——
e e = g -

' J Karachi Calcutta

STRAITSSETTL
N

£unYTS)

4
S|

18 July 1938 in London:
17%d short on 3d All-Up rate for 1 oz;

2x 1%d =3d = g ctms:

Machine applied taxe mark — ——— sl

Machine applied explanatory mark on back. In Singapore: UPU rate 12¢ = 25 g ctms
30 g ctms x 12/25 = 14.4¢

Rounded up to 15¢ postage due

I 17 Dec 1938 in Kuala Lumpur: All-Up rate 8 cents per 2 0z _ F_rom only
¢ Paid 12c; 4c short on 16¢ All-Up rate for 1 oz in London Inland Section:
" " UPU rate 12c = 25 g ctms; 2 x 4c x 25/12 = 16.7 g ctms P114 equivalent 8¢ = 17d

Rounded up to 17¢ pencil 2 x 4c x 1%d/8c = 71{!
2
Kuala Lumpur Taxe mark @ 1S

11 Aug 1939 in Singapore:
Paid 8c All-Up rate for %2 0z
8c short on 16¢ rate for 1 oz

UPU rate 12¢ = 25 g ctms;

2 x8cx2512=33.3 g ctms
Rounded up to 34c¢ pencil

Circular taxe mark

= e

t

\

26 Sep 1938 in Shillong, Assam: Paid 5A (2 x 2'2A Indian All-Up rate); 5A short on 4 x 2%2A All-Up rate for 2 oz
India converted at 1A = 10 g ctms; 2 x 5A = 10A = 100 g ctms; Red m/s 4/100c

D - H AR ; A -
in London Inland Section: P114 equivalent 2/4A = 2d; 2 x 5Ax 2d12%A = (- in London Inland Section: P114 equivalent 8¢ = 17xd

> 280X 1%4d8C = 7
1938 underpaid on multiple All-Up rates — double deficiency due WS



28 July 1938 All-Up Empire Air Mail Stage 3 — Australia & New Zealand 5—All-Up Empire Air Mail

. ) ) . . )
Australia would not set All-Up rate less than 5d per Y2 oz internal air mail rate New Zealand set All-Up rate at 1%d per % oz . B

- i 1 1 o N H H . . D
But UK set All-Up rate to Australia at 1%d per %2 0z — same as to other All-Up Empire countries 7 Nov 1938 in New Zealand: in London Inland Section /

- , Yd short on 1%d All-Up rate for % oz LS
R : = 2 x %.d = 1d = 10 g ctms - Circular NZ taxe mark 6 Dec 1d postage due collected
BY AIR MAIL (OB T

PAR AVION

21 Apr 1939 in Australia:

od All-Up rate for %2 oz paid

5d short on 10d All-Up rate for 1 0z
2x5d=10d =100 g ctms

Melbourne taxe mark

in London Inland Section:

100 g ctms = ///

10d postage due collected.

A T

20 Sep 1938 in Grimsby:

Y2d short on 3d All-Up rate for 1 0z

2 x %2d = 1d = 10 g ctms (blue pencil)
Machine applied taxe mark.

d
BLACKPOOL 3?‘ \

To h{‘ 7 'C

In Brisbane:
10 gctms=1d

Brisbane charge mark @ t

Machine applied explanatory mark
upside down on back

"g:.‘n‘ ' tf not stuck down and Sender's Name and Address ONLY — %d Postage. i
If stuck down and used as a letter— Letter Postage.. =

—— ’
| d S
: =S8 14 Aug 1939 in Lytham St Annes: multi-view postcard of Blackpool 30 Aud 1939 in Christchurch New Zealand:
alvi3i¥dd 34 (¢ H3 5431131} 172d short on 3d All-Up rate for 1 0z; 2 x 1%d = 3d = 30 g ctms (pencil) 3d ch:rge mark and 3d postage due coIIectecli
| LV HL f'_ '5 3¢ V\C dsvdid Machine applied taxe mark; Machine applied explanatory mark on back '

Stage 3 completed Churchill’s vision of “Buckling the Empire together” with low cost air mail (except for West Africaand the Americas)

1938-39 underpaid on All-Up rates — double deficiency due



_ _ _ All-Up Air Service to/from London for Canadian Mail 5 —All-Up Empire Air Mail
29 Jan 1938 Canadian Post Office Notice:
EMPIRE AIR MAIL RATES

Postmasters are informed that effective the 23rd February, 1938, the postage rate for letters posted in /
Canada intended to be conveyed beyond England to Empire points in Africa, India, and Malaya, served »
by Empire air mail routes will be 6 cents per 1/2 ounce. / /

Transmission by air will be the normal means of conveyance of all first class mail from England instead

of by ship and train, as no alternative means of transmission will be provided by the British Postal
Administration.

Rates: Letters - 6 cents per half ounce. Postcards - 4 cents.

H. Z. Herschorn,
cfo W, de M. and H.M.Marler
The Royel Bank Building,
st. James Street,
Montreal, Canada.

GIVE
JONKF

17 May 1939 in Tel Aviv Palestine: 10m All-Up rate for %2 o0z paid In London Foreign Branch: w3

10m short on 20m rate for 1 oz; P114 Equivalence 10m = 1%d; 20m = 5 SR

2 x 10m = 20m converted to 40 g ctms (blue m/s) In Montreal: 3d = 6¢ postage due. < L
Carried by Empire Air Mail to London ' ¢ postage due. \

11 Mar 1939 Canadian Post Office Notice:
EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME EXTENDED TO HONG KONG, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

On and after the 1st April 1939, Hong Kong, Australia and New Zealand will be included in the Empire Air Mail (All-Up) service.

2 o
o ; AF \,' ;-’4\
.. B . - ~ . . - o™
7 Dec 1938 in Montreal: ——— B o
3¢ underpaid on 6¢ All-Up rate for oz ST 2 Aug 1939 in Winnipeg:
2 x 3¢=6¢ = 30 g ctms — taxe mark oF 2¢ underpaid on
I | 4¢ All-Up postcard rate
PLEASE ADVISE YOUR CORRESPONDENTS THAT L Up‘l - _ -
THE LETTER RATE FROM CANADA IS SIX CENTS N 2 x2¢=4¢ = 20 g ctms : g Nap 7
PER HALF OUNCE Canadian 20¢ taxe mark o (‘ o /7@ ?O ki "N’“
Be Sedie oy,
Transatlantic by sea mail _ SR :”C (“ g l‘*"‘" & ” &
London to South Africa by All-Up Empire Air Mail 4 Jan 1939 in Johannesburg: _ {{Z*ﬂ g Wl et e n"\J ARt l s Q‘l' %‘"
30 g ctms = 3d postage due 31 Aug in New Zealand: gl2% €O "-"]5:/0 o Libkee oot ,_ £ 2
Circular T/3° due mark. 20 g ctms = 2d postage due ,g | : ML el u«{ L 'r A O\ . f
f3z e o g Gop Fnt'.
Y <X (/L " =
55 $eboore w0 ' JeaZlt O

1938-39 underpaid on All-Up rates — double deficiency due



3 Sep 1939 The End of All-Up Empire Air Mail 5 — All-Up Empire Air Mail
3 Sep 1939 Britain and France declared war on Germany. All-Up air mail immediately ended. UK air mail rates to most All-Up Empire countries increased to 1s 3d per Y2 oz.
8 Dec 1939 in UK: 1s 3d short on 2s 6d double rate (pencn 2) 2x1s 3d 30d =300 g ctms (pencn 300); In Karachi: 1A =10 g ctms; 300 g ctms = 1R 14A; 18 Dec in Bombay

FRRE R TSN Y TR e e

¢ /‘;'n ST AGH ',

"’"‘

WX. 311 )00*"
To 3 '

e o Sdoads £ /3 A ><7//88

.',‘

H-lh. #8 %/

¥ |

"‘\' { A
/4@4 /1";:4:4/0% %,u, 73 0740@0% t‘ 24 May 1940 in India: From end ofAII Up rate air mall rate to UK 14A per 1/2 0z
/ d s 6%2A short; 2 x 6%2A = 13A = 130 g ctms (red m/s)
L5
: W’ ' ’W /V L& o 6 June in London Foreign Branch: P114 Equivalence 2d = 2/4A
k' ;7 2 2 x 6%A x 2d/2"2A = 10.4d n{D
o e Rounded to 107d postage due /0
S = < i ; [t F B.
e e ————— A~
26 Feb 1940 in Kenya:
NE g; ) | o #&
A Y, From end of All-Up rate, ARABOLS! } Jn!‘ 653‘.1 é“'
¢ 8 FE }§ air mail rate to UK 1s 30c per % oz M.Y MORAMED EL-MILADY EL-T _
\Z *0 . .-Y.f 1s 30c short on double rate Rue de France No. 26 ! ;
< ot UPU rate 30c equivalent to 37%2 g ctms Alexandrie i
2 x 130c x 3772ctms/30c = 325 g ctms eeISX : —
(315¢ blue m/s) k)

In London Inland Section: 7
P114 Equivalence 20c = 1%2d | : Gt )

2 x130c x 1%2d/20c = 19.5d = 4// £

16 Mar in Brighton: ¢
1s 7"2d postage due collected.

O HABER & C®
_ MANURACTURKRS. . . ... 500

50 Wféireet

(/0 mﬁﬂﬁm(ﬁh:glsnymh
K = “*‘—-{i . ";_\

18 Feb 1940 in Alexandria:
From end of All-Up rate, air mail rate to UK 45m for 10g
5m short on 10g rate; Not taxed in Egypt

B, 9
In London Inland Section: £)
P114 Equivalence 15m = 2d 710 g ath
2 x 5m x 2d/15m = 1.33d; rounded to /2 S
B a Chepdt ‘ ‘
22 Feb in Manchester: 12d postage due collected. *. d&":{-“ "‘1\' >3 P ‘l 2 g

10 June 1940 Empire Air Mail routes through Mediterranean suspended due to Italy entering war



British Use of French & Belgian Air Mail Services from Africa 6 — Other African Air Malil

ol France and Belgium developed air mail routes to African colonies. Rates from French colonies to UK:
To Belgium i i i i i i i '
Via Sicily UPU rules required each country to carry air mail of other UPU countries on air mail services. UPU surface rate plus
¥ air fee to Paris plus
air fee Paris to London if air service requested

To France

Tangier

Casablanca.’ —

22 May 1937 in Ebolowa, Cameroun,
(290 km SE of Douala):
Surface rate 1.5f Air fee 2f per 5g
1 Surface + 3 airrates = 7.5f (1 + 3 m/s)
3.7f underpaid
French style triangular taxe mark
Too late for 22 May 1t flight Pte Noir/Douala/Daka

New Aeromaritime service Pte Noir/Douala/Dakar
22 May 1937 13t flight- too late

28 May 2™ flight, 30 May arriive Dakar
2 June Air France Cassiope left Dakar for France

_

3 June mail arrived in London
Douala
In London Inland Section:
French West Africa routes P114 Equivalence 1.5f = 214d
Pte Noire 2 x 3.7f x 2%2d/1 .51;= 12.33d;
Belgian route from Leopoldville

Leopoldville

Rounded up to /— s
- T
F

.S, Ts,

Dec 1934 Special Belgian Flight to/from Leopoldville
Piloted by Englishman Kenneth Waller and Belgian Teddy Franchome
De Havilland Comet Reine Agfrid owned by Bernard Rubin carrying Xmas and New Year mails.

Nov 1930 in Morocco: PAR AVION label and Maroc-France m/s direction
UPU letter rate 1.5f; UPU postcard rate 0.90f

l;\g{vnsm:z 4,;'
,3» 7/

26 Dec 1934 in Leopoldville:

Stanley Gibbons sent covers for this flight.
Only paid rate to Belgium
(1.50f surface + 5f air fee)

BY AIR MAIL

In Morocco:
PAR AVION

~0.40f short on 1.90f air postcard rate
: (0.90 surface + 1f air to Paris)

S

C.»4 |

. ; £ 8 Air Paris to London not requested
P A (i £
1f short on rate to UK g 0™ [ #é N o .
(2.50f surface + 5f air fee) Raid Rubin / HoM -I ]
UPU rate 2.50f = 25 g ctms RGE e s 2

2 x 1f = 2 = 20 g ctms (red ms) Messrs. Fiamey Gibbons \B3d.,

La) ~a

[ 4 391, Strand, e TgsS 19 Nov in London Foreign Branch:
29 Dec in London Foreign Branch: ) RAID RUBIN S P114 Equivalence 1.5f = 2%d
i =21 LIAIRON 2fp AUTVCRD . L e
P114 Equivalence 2.5fD 2Yd U:.cﬂ‘l" 1. LJ v da_,:‘“'m ’ 2 x 0.4 x 2%4d/1 5 = 1.33d
2x 1fx 225t = ) proyeied 800 .
% ET RETOUR EN TERUG b DEPART DF, LEO® " BVILLE Rounded upto f£
DECEMBRE 1934 | DICEMBER 1934 LE 26 DECEMBRE 1934.

LB
K.

French/Belgian services —double deficiency postage due



To France 6 — Other African Air Mail

& Belgium Air Mail to Britain by Air Afrique

. - 7 ~=y v e i O -
F i . »
-~

From 1935 Belgian & French air lines shared service 3 e i
from Algiers to Belgian/French Congo. .DENRﬂEQ -
Nov 1935 service to Madagascar on Air Malagache o -

N
S

ESTIAUX & LAINES

1n 1937 Air Afrique amalgamated
Belgian, French and Madagascan air lines.

6 Aug 1937 in Oran, Algeria:
UPU letter rate 1.75f; Internal French letter rate 0.65f
Air fee to Paris 1f per 10g: Air fee Paris to London 0.75f per 20g
1.65f air rate to Paris paid (0.65f surface + 1f air)
1.85f short on 3.50f air rate to London
(1.75 surface + 1f air to Paris + 0.75 air Paris to London)

et French style triangular taxe mark
| Probably carried by Air France to Paris
ES "
= ===£=S=Ii=2,i,,,.,,,, 9 Aug in London Foreign Branch:
' E.C.3 ' P114 Equivalence 1.75f = 274d
Romery _ 2 x 1.85f x 2%2d/1.75f = 5.28d
e . Rounded down to 5‘?
~ 3 7 . I3

| UAl Z BUTEMEST 0“

AP g P 0 s \
(e ) REPONDEZ } ‘\\
235/

VoY PAR AVION ‘:

27 Nov 1935 in Tananarive Madagascar: X TN

UPU letter rate 1.50f; Internal French letter rate 0.50f r e N
Air fee to Paris 4f per 5g: Air fee Paris to London 0.75f per 20g (.) “' ﬁ/
)

5.50f air rate to UK paid with air to Paris (1.50f surface + 4f air)

0.75f short on 6.25 air rate to London ; —

(1.50 surface + 4f air to Paris + 0.75 air Paris to London) / ?, -
French style triangular taxe mark /
29 Nov Flight left Tananarive ? %fs ieur 1'AGENT GIENERAL

Although Air Afrique route intersected Imperial route at Broken Hill

carried on by Air Afrique, arrived in Marseilles 5 Dec and Paris 6 Dec. = o : ‘
de la COMPAEGNIE DES !'BSSAGERIES MARITIMES

13 Sep 1938 in Elizabethville: UPU letter rate 2.50f; Air fee to Europe 3.5f per 59
1 + 2 in pencil - correct franking 9.5f ( 2.5f surface plus 2 x 3.5f air)
6.75f paid (stamps on front and back) — 2.75f short-paid; Belgian style taxe mark

6 Dec in London Foreign Branch: 72-T5 Fenchurch Street B.C.9

P114 Equivalence 1.50f = 2%d

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalence 2.50f = 2%2d 2x 0.75f x 2/4d1.501 = Zé—r

2x2.75x 2%d12.5F = [)? 1
1.8 Ts.

Sep 1938 double air rate Nov 1935 & Aug 1937 air to Paris paid — air to London underpaid



British Air Mail by French West African Routes 6 — Other African Air Mail

Before British Trans-Africa Service started in Feb 1936,

To France no regular British service to West Africa.
{GAGNEZ DU TEMPS|
REPONDEZ §i=
PAR AVION 1

. el

Tangier [ = British mail could be sent by French service via

west coast of Africa to Dakar, Senegal. ,

Casablanca '~

From August 1933 service operated by Air France.

AIR FRANGI

e e —

Air Mail rates from British PO in Tangier to UK:

Messrs HICKIE, BORMAN,GRANT & °° Feb 1931 6%d 15t % 0z: 4%d extra % 0z

25 Cockspur Street q D Jan 1935 — Apr 1938 6d per Y2 0z
' - Mar 1935 in British PO Tangier:
; a® N&Q‘m HeBo e 10d paid T taxe mark pencil 2d; probably over % oz.
1d short on old 11d rate for 1 0z (672 + 4%4d)
“ : s ) 2d short on new 1s rate for 1 0z (2 x 6d)
E L By Air France to Paris (3 Mar 1935)
In London Inland Section:
Information on new rate had not reached the surcharge clerks?
2 x 1d deficiency on old rate = ;?s-
British Air Mail rate to Nigeria: = e e T b
Before Feb 1936 could be sent via Dakar.
Unpublished rate: Same as 10d per %2 oz rate to Senegal ’ k
From 1 Feb 1936 BY AIR MAIL

6d per Y2 0z by British Trans-Africa service

L w\J ATy

'R'U’“‘:SféNE ; ,.
\W/ - . fﬁw
p o Meoors, K< Ao
) : Appasaa

Apr 1937 In Senegal: UPU letter rate 1.50f; Air fee to Paris 2f per 5¢g

Air fee Paris - London 0.75f for 20g. o -
For letter weighing up to 15g ~' GAGNEZ DU Tl 4 Jan 1936 In UK: 6d Trans-Africa rate paid before Trans-Africa service started.
Total air rate to London 8.25f g w REPONDE 2/ Treated as.4.d short on 10d rate via Dakar; London .taxe mark
(1.5f surface + 3 x 2f to Paris + 0.75f to London) 4;57‘\ PAR AWK Double deficiency = 8d (red m/s) = 80 g ctms (pencil)
Paid 4.50f; 3.75f short paid 10 o e

11 Jan in Paris: 12 Jan Air France Poniente left Toulouse arrived Dakar 13 Jan

In London Inland Section: P114 Equivalence 1.50f = 2'%d 29 Apr 1937 In P-alfis By surface mail to Lagos (22 Jan), Kano (26 Jan), Nguru (28 Jan)

2 x 3.75f x 2Y2d/1.5f = 12.5d = //’5 i In Nigeria: postage due probably collected in cash (Nigeria did not use postage due stamps).

Apr 1937 Three x 5g air fee — double deficiency due Mar 1935 British PO Tangier — double deficiency on old rate Jan 1936 paid for Trans-Africa service - underpaid for Air France to Dakar



6 — Other African Air Mail

In Bathurst mail for South America
transferred to flying boats.

Until Oct 1938 Dornier flying boats used
catapult ship at intermediate point.

In 1930s Lufthansa started airmail services across South Atlantic.
Used dirigibles and heavier than air aircraft.

From (after crash of Hindenburg) service maintained by aircraft.
Stops included Las Palmas, Canary Islands and Bathurst, Gambia.
Mail from UK could be carried to these destinations

—x

Lufthansa route
to South America

6 May 1938 In UK: 6d short on 3s 6d rate to Brazil
via German South Atlantic air service

London taxe mark
2x 6d = 12d = 120 g ctms (not marked)

7 May flight left Stuttgart;
Dornier flying boat refuelled
and catapulted in mid S Atlantic

Bathurst

Catapult ship
—, forrefueling

Messrs. Companhia Veeion#V e Nuvegacso Costeira,

"~

Caixa {fm Co*refo .\'\, 7;,-,5?2’ 9 May in Rio de Janeiro
& #6 g J;tﬁvﬁﬁ;@, Conversion 1 g ctm = ?0 Reis
AR R 120 g ctms = 2400 Reis postage due

2,400 Reis in postage due stamps

io De Janeiro
BY 'AIE HALL.

\

BY AR MAIL — — T -

;'

-\ /

v? Yhuaxase/e ™ -

< \-u‘ - g

)
19

AYLITIN VINSNED

5 May 1938 In UK:
1
|1_ (ﬁ]ddz:ot:xc:an r;l]f:rrkate for 1 0z to Canary Isles : 16 Mar 1938 In UK: Paid 6d, sender may have thought that Imperial Trans-Africa rate applied L
i <A 4 1 in: . = = H e ':t n
2% 1%d = 3d = 30 g ctms (not marked) S e R S R - 3d short on 9d rate for %2 0z to Gambia; London taxe mark; 2x 3d = 6d = 60 g ctms (pencil) <, ;; :/
12 May flight from Stuttgart to Las Palmas 17 May In Tenerife: Santa Cruz de Tenerife Military Censor (Spanish civil war) 24 Mar flight from Stuttgart arrived Bathurst 25 Mar ~ N
UPU rate 50 centimos = 25 g ctms In Bathurst: 6d/TO PAY but REFUSED; 11 May UNDELIVERED RETURN TO SENDER
In UK: No return address on envelope, probably opened and returned in ambulance cover

30 g ctms = 60 centimos postage due; Returned to UK
20 June back in Weymouth UK.



Before Transatlantic air service, mail could be accelerated by air services in Americas

Air mail across Atlantic significant aviation challenge
Regular services started in mid to late 1930s (see Chapter 8).

In 1920s and 1930s air services within Americas used to speed mail to Atlantic port for sea transmission.

Sociedad Colombo—-Alemana de Transportes Aeros (SCADTA) in Colombia

Surface mail route from coast to Bogota and other interior cities was Magdalena River.

Coast to Bogota took 6 to 24 days depending on river conditions.

From 1920 Colombian government actively promoted air mail services.

SCADTA, a German company, had air mail monopoly. From 1921 it issued stamps for air mail fees in addition to surface postage.

SCADTA stamps also sold at foreign consulates and agencies to allow correspondence from other countries to benefit from internal Columbian air mail.

SCADTA stamps overprinted with initials of country where sold to avoid currency speculation —only valid from that country.

Until a local post office had an agreement with SCADTA, mail for SCADTA service sent under cover by regular mail to SCADTA’s Barranquilla office.

Nov 1925 SCADTA airmail to Bogota originating in UK
SCADTA stamps with ‘GB’ overprint were sold at Colombian Bureau of Information in London and

Messrs. Langstaff, Ehrenberg & Pollak in Liverpool
SCADTA air mail fee 30 centavos per 15g; Paid 3 x 30 ctvos for 45¢g; Sent under cover to SCADTA in Barranquilla.

26 Nov in Barranquilla: From 1 Oct 1825 Colombian internal postage rate 4 ctvos per 20g
SCADTA applied 8 ctvos in Colombian postage for 40g but underpaid hence Colombian taxe mark
Not clear how $ 0.20 taxe calculated

28 Nov Bogota backstamp.

7 — Air in Americas

Caribbean Sea

Barranquill

Pacific Ocean

# Bogata
“»*Magdalen

River | COLOMBIA

SCADTA operated many
routes in Colombia

4

6 Dec 1926 Underpaid on first UK acceptance of mail for SCADTA service in Colombia
British PO agreed with SCADTA to accept mail for SCADTA service — Rate 1s per 'z oz air fee plus 272d UPU rate.

Newall British External Airmails until 1934

“Under most strict postal control even a minimal under-payment would cause rerouting and a cachet

INSUFFICIENTLY PAID FOR / TRANSMISSION BY AIRMAIL”

"N DN YA r ‘a ' Y 2
UMMERGIAL BANK OF SPANISN AMERM

This front had the air fee fully paid but UPU rate unpaid

“TRANSMISSION BY AIRMAIL” obscured by tape; replaced by “COLLECT ON DELIVERY” handstamp.
Presumed to have been sent by air mail despite Newall's comment.

1s paid allowed British PO to settle account with SCADTA.

In Colombia, could have been treated as unpaid UPU letter.

Sr. Don puils Ychavarria
Apartado 162, 2 £

] MIDELLIN. GOLOMBIA--. ¥, !
11 Soouth America. . o e

Front only



US Internal Air Mail Service
26 Jan 1926 — 31 Jan 1927

Government Service San Francisco to New York
plus privately operated Contract Air Mail Routes (CAM)

17 Apr 1926 CAM 4 Los Angeles to Salt Lake City started
Rate for CAM route less than 1,000 miles 10¢ per oz
Plus 5¢ per zone per oz if also carried on Government

No additional postage required for _,
Transatlantic surface mail to UK.

4 July 1926 in Coronado near San Diego:
Rate for 1 0z; 25¢ (10¢ CAM rate

plus 15¢ for 3 zones on Government Route) s
Paid 27¢ - 2¢ overpaid for 1 0z - 23¢ underpaid on 50¢ rate for 2 oz. Diego

POSTAGE DUE 23 CENTS hand stamp - single deficiency.
Rail to Los Angeles - CAM 4 to Salt Lake City,
6 July in New York

Air in USA - Sea to UK

In London Foreign Branch: Conversion 1d = 2¢; 23¢ = f;@

14 July 1926 in Paddington: 11°%d in postage due. ik

1%

7
2
. E

July 1926 US CAM & Transcontinental Air —single deficiency

US charged single deficiency under following circumstances:
Under 1922 Pan American Convention:

7 — Air in Americas

US Air Mail Rates:

Air in Usa
Internal Sea to UK
1 Feb 1927 10¢ per %2 0z 10¢ per Y2 0z
1Aug 1928 5¢ 1stoz 6¢ 1stoz
6 July 1932 8¢ 1%toz 10¢ 1stoz

1929 Women’s National Air Derby
(The Powder Puff Derby according to Will Rogers)
First women-only air race in USA — 20 competitors

18 Aug 1929 race started in Santa Monica, California

Day 3 from Phoenix Arizona to Douglas on Mexican border
Also official opening of airport for Douglas & twin Mexican city, Agua Prieta.

27 Aug 1929 15 competitors completed race in Cleveland Ohio.

20 Aug 1929 in Douglas, Arizona:

5¢ internal US air rate paid

1¢ short on 6¢ rate for air in US - sea to UK
Air to New York (route not known)

In New York: Via Air Mail cancelled
In US Office of Exchange: 2 x 1¢=2¢ = 10 g ctms
In Leeds (447) UK: 10 g ctms = 1d/To Pay

Payment of full postage was obligatory for every class of correspondence with Not clear why it went to Leeds — nowhere near Dorchester

the exception of letters which if paid at least one rate only the amount of the

unpaid postage could be collected

30 Aug in Dorchester: 1d postage due collected.

Effective 3 Dec 1925 If airmail bears less than 8¢ postage forward to

destination, rated only for deficiency.
This letter had 1 oz rate fully paid.

Aug 1929 underpaid for air in US-sea to UK — double deficiency




7 — Air in Americas

British rate for sea to New York
with onward air to USA or Canada via USA:
2 Feb 1927  Air fee: 11d per oz + 1%d surface

Sea/Air mail to Western Canadavia USA Sea/Air mail to Western USA

14 May 1928 9d per oz + 1%2d surface .

31 Oct 1928 7d per oz + 1%d surface 3 BY FMRA . MML
4 Nov 1928 4d per % oz + 1%d surface G
23 Feb 1931 Inclusive rate: 5%d first %2 0z, 4Y2d extra %2 0z

2 Jan 1935 5d per %2 0z

1 June in New York
<+ 31 July 1933 in St Just Cornwall:

t. & Mrs, BEmrys Rolfe,

- ! / 3% 4d paid
0 /0. Post Office, L“}. 3 0 | /= o ,_’¢<, ; implied air fee in 5%d inclusive rate
HILLCREST, . '. \.® In London:
‘ PLAWE SS9y 1d deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms (pencil)

ALBEBTAp ' /
Under Hague Rules sent by air because

CANADA. i  FOREIGN SECTION i i
d M. D. G P. Q-() air fee fully paid
< 2 : ' , : , In New York: 30 g ctms = 6¢ due

Mail Division G.P.O.
2 June in Saint Paul Minnesota

In Santa Barbara: 6¢ collected

May 1928 in Llangennech, Wales: 9d 1 oz air fee paid; 1%%d surface rate unpaid

In London: 2 x 1%2d deficiency = 3d = 30 g ctms - @> ]
Under Hague Rules sent by air because air fee fully paid 3 ‘J:“:: i za) _ _
. . ) 20 Aug 1933 in Uckfield Sussex: ;
No evidence that postage due was collected on delivery. ST MR 1928 == 5%d paid for % oz inclusive rate BY AIR_MAIL

-

4%%d underpaid on 1 oz rate
Implied air fee 8%2d (10d 1 oz rate less 1% surface rate)

16 Dec 1930 in Eastbourne: Air fee not fully paid

3d paid less than 4d air fee
Sent by air taxed against air rate

In USA: 2x4’%d=9d =18¢

1 Sep in La Jolla: redirected to Newton, Kansas

Under Hague Rules
Diverted to surface
Air fee not fully paid.

D.w.

\ transmigo—iia by air mail
Mark probably applied in Winnipeg s AAn (A.Q/\ Q \Q

Meaning unknown

Insufficiently paid for

In Newton Kansas: 18¢ collected.

subject to much speculation. \  — e — et
See Mystery of D.W. Covers, Chris Hargreaves ‘,_,vvm“‘“ﬂ: |
Jack Knight Air Log July-Sep 2011 ’—v-i_—-'
. W‘W S

1928 air fee paid — forwarded by air — double deficiency due

1933 combined rate — single & double rate underpaid — sent by air — double deficiency due
1930 Hague Rules applied — diverted to surface



1934 Sea From UK — Air in USA — US stamps not accepted to pay US Air Mail charges

H.O.KNECHT & CO.

837 TRACTION AVENL;
LOS ANGELES. CAL.

" B. 0. ZNECHT & GO.,

Fil 837 Traction Avenue
7)) 108 ANGELES
CALIFORNIA .  U.S.A.

A onmes e g R F A F A 4 Ay A

{ VIA AIR MAIL
! rmow NEY YORE 10

Under UPU 1934 Cairo Convention Article 54 (5) underpaid registered mail was not
to be accepted. The clerk who accepted it was supposed to check the postage.

If forwarded, it was a mistake by the post office and the UPU rule specified single
deficiency postage due.

26 May 1936 in Southampton
5d paid for sea to US - air in US; 3d registration fee unpaid

Incorrectly charged double deficiency
2 x 3d = 60 g ctms (pencil) and hexagonal taxe mark

S.0.

In USA: 60 g ctms = 12¢ postage due

o % j nw
& N meme
74t T 3
i/ &~ -
o v S- &Mﬂ.&é‘
Y.,
N\
::.M — SIRERE TS\ T T "'“&-1!
' MR, A MRS, M,D, GO0
.‘400 \l Prl.n 3 J;Vj.
W :
7 SU‘J \ oy
el ) WS :
\\ \ w'ua., oy m!h"““’“’“ﬂ
P o /§
R No. 36
Backstamps

Se GUIEN JMARN 1

OEIHOTT

7 — Air in Americas

From 28 Jan 1927 air mail surcharges for air mail service in US had to be paid in British stamps.

19 June 1934 in London: 172d UK surface rate to US paid with GB stamp
8¢ in US stamps to prepay US air mail charges invalid (boxed in blue pencil)
Treated as 4d short on 5%d rate; 2 x 4d = 80 g ctms (pencil)

In New York: Conversion of UK taxe 80 g ctms = 16¢
Credit for US stamps applied in London 8¢
Net postage due 8¢

To Hawaii — Transatlantic by sea — Air in USA — Transpacific by air

22 Nov 1935 US started FAM 14 air mail service to Philippines via Hawaii
10 Sep 1936 British PO published 1s 3d per half oz rate to Hawaii including transpacific by air.

.

BY AIR MAIL

Front only

i Per S.S. Berengeria

‘ 20 June 1913 Imperator maiden voyage for Hamburg-America Line

5 May 1919 sized by US Navy as troop transport

Feb 1920 handed to British as reparation for sinking of Lusitania

Renamed S.S. Berengeria by Cunard — Carried on one of her last voyages
3 Mar 1938 withdrawn from service after fire in New York Harbour.

10 Jan 1938 in Woking

5d paid for sea to US - air in US paid;

10d underpaid on 1s 3d rate for transatlantic by sea — transpacific by air to Hawaii
Taxed in Southampton

2 x10d =20d =200 g ctms (pencil) in hexagonal taxe mark @
25 Jan in Hawaii: 200 g ctms = 40¢ postage due

4

June 1934 US stamps not valid in UK to pay air fee

May 1936 underpaid registered mail charged double deficiency contrary to UPU regulations

Jan 1938 Transpacific surcharge not paid — double deficiency




Special Windsor — Toronto Flight

24 Aug 1928

Special flight from Windsor to CNE in Toronto
Celebrated Golden Jubilee of CNE.

Canadian Post Office special rate of 5¢

Only applied to this flight.

Rate with onward surface mail to UK not specified.

AFTER 5 DAYS RETURN TO

VIA AIR MAIL
1-A.M.§.—10,000—31-7-28

This envelope approved by the Canadian Post Office

artment, for AIR MAI
Blrposes met pm i L ONLY. Use for other
The use of this envelo

pe for mail purposes i

s o ¢ for 1 = mvolves

pos;gf:.n}llu rate of 5c¢. for the first ounce nndﬂl()‘
ach additional ounce or fraction thereof. Y

Victoria

i
Seattle

Vivian W, Groves,

Rampishan,
Dorchester,
e W England,
b -

24 Aug 1928 in Canada:
Treated as though 3¢ rate to the UK was

payable in addition to 5¢ air rate.

Canadian UPU rate 8¢ =25 g ctms
2 x 3¢ x 25 ctms/8¢ = 18.75 g ctms
Rounded up to 19 g ctms (Circular mark)

In Plymouth (620):
19 g ctms ~ 20 g ctms = 2d/ 620

8 Sep 1928 in Maiden Newton, Dorchester:
2d postage due collected.

7 — Air in Americas

From British Columbia, air in USA

Aug 1928 US-Canada reciprocal air mail agreement
Both countries set airmail rate at 5¢ for 15t oz

TOfO”_tO If mailed in Canada prepaid 5¢ in Canadian stamps,

New ) ) . ) ; ) .
v air mail service in both countries where available.

rk
' If mailed in US prepaid 5¢ in US stamps,
air mail service in both countries where available.

1 Mar 1930 Canadian air rates:
5¢ 1st oz air in Canada and USA
7¢ air in North America + sea to UK.

21 May 1930 in Victoria, BC: 5¢ paid for airin Canada and USA

2¢ short on 7¢ UK air/sea rate

Canadian UPU rate 8¢ = 25 g ctms

2 X 2¢ x 25 ctms/8¢ = 12.5 g ctms; Rounded down to 10 g ctms (Circular mark)

Carried by surface mail to Seattle and air to New York
In New York: air service completed; air mail indication cancelled with parallel bars.

In London Inland Section:

If centimes taxe mark followed 10 g ctms = 1d postage due

Centimes taxe mark ignored — Due calculated from P114 equivalent 2¢ = 1d
2 x2¢ x 1d /2¢ = 2d postage due

In Croydon: 2d postage due collected.

Aug 1928 & May 1930 air in North America paid — extra for surface to UK unpaid



7 — Air in Americas

Western Canadian Flights — Rate Confusion

31 Oct 1932 Canada Post Office reply to UK letter of 17 Oct asking that
underpaid air mail be forwarded and charged double deficiency postage due.
VIA AIR MAIL Saskstoon-Winnipeg

H e o ¥ ";'. "
AR 7

..the proposed procedure has been in effect in Canada since the establishment of
air mail services and the same procedure was at the same time extended to
...mail addressed to other countries ...

3 Mar 1930 in Saskatoon:
2¢ short on 7¢ air/sea rate to UK

? = , 2x2¢ = 4¢
' . Edmonton oL e = A 4 Large ‘4’ handstamp incorrect on international mail
- o g e i 4¢ = 20 g ctms (Circular ‘T’ mark)
i 5 _ %5, Alglers Road,
T e e London, S.E.13 In London:
Vancouver Saskatoon ol e R n ;, a Large ‘4’ handstamp incorrectly treated as 4d to pay
E: o v NINNIPES ) G R AT 4d in postage due collected instead of correct 2d..

FIEST REGULEAE OFFICIAL FLIGHT

Victoria
.

Canadian Air Mail Rates:

Winnipeg
¥

—

3 Mar 1930 — 31 Mar 1932 Prairie Air Mail Service
Various routes connecting Prairie cities
Many First Flight covers to UK paid 5¢ instead of 7¢

9
b, Bda. Air Mail.

, - -

’
* VICTORIA VANCOUVER

Air in Canada

E NI ¥R

Internal Seato UK _ because rate went up 2 days before flights.
10ct 1928 5¢ 1%toz 5¢ 1stoz ( not confirmed)
1 Mar 1930 5¢1%toz 7¢ 1stoz
2Feb 1931  5¢ 1% 0z 5¢ 1%t0z POSTORRICE =m : )
1 July 1931 6¢ 1stoz 6¢ 1stoz - C O B A, Q: Edwin, G, Seymour:;,, Esq.,
* |SPEEDS BVZ 838 ' Sentist,
115, Earlsfield Road,
: A Lk - . Wandsworth Commonm,
LtA EDMONTON 3 Mar 1930 in Regina: Londom, 8. WGiTA
: . 2¢ short on 7¢ air/sea rate to UK (=
2 x 2¢ = 4¢ = 20 g ctms (Circular mark & circular “T" mark) ESETRER K SR \
s VICTORIA TO VANCOUVER ’
19 Mar in Liverpool (466):
20 g ctms = 2d/ TO PAY/466
2d postage due collected
John S Davis (Aerophilately Dealer) 1July 1931 1 Aua 1931 in Victori
e - - - ir Mai ' ug in Victoria:
r——— Probably objected to charge because Canadian Post Office Air Mail rate raised from 5¢ to 6¢ _
:.',/{/ , < ’q/"” - o B gave insufficient notice of rate increase. 1¢ short on 6¢ air/sea rate to UK
/A =2 4 6:?'1[1 Ex T wok e Surch e 2x1¢ =2¢ =10 g ctms (Circular ‘T’ mark)
B Y Snroha 2 < ed note “Surcharge refunded”.
= REoRetes refunde;‘i‘q»; _ P g 10 Aug in London Foreign Branch:
' JOHN S. DAVIS, 71 RODNEY ST 10geims= f°
LIVERPOOL ‘ENGLAND, 5

Mar 1930 — Aug 1931 Philatelic First Flight Covers underpaid because of insufficient notice of rate increases



Air in Canada — Sea to UK

Backstamp

7 Sep 1932 in Montreal:
Marked VIANEW YORK

6¢ air/sea rate to UK fully paid
Treated as 2¢ underpaid
No record found of 8¢ rate to UK.

1 Aug 1932 - 30 June 1934
air rate to USA 8¢

2 x 2¢ = 4¢ = 20 g ctms (pencil)

In New York: air service ended
Bars obliterate AIR MAIL

In Edinburgh: 20 g ctms = 2d

Special Air Mail and Stamps for 1932 Ottawa Conference

21 July — 20 Aug 1932 Imperial Economic Conference in Ottawa.

British Colonies and Dominions attended.

To deal with effects of Great Depression; Started system of Empire Preference
Mail service to UK accelerated by air to Bradore Bay, Belle Island.

1

Bradore /!

ﬂ\ﬂa Alr Uall OUttawe to Bradore Bay :' =

OTTAWA TO BEIf
1/ OF SHORTES
ETITO EUBN

My Geo.Jd.King, t
Poste Restante,
Hecaon bStreet, B.O.

London, Ww.1

Backstamp

12 July 1932 in Ottawa: first day of 3¢ Ottawa Conference stamp
3¢ underpaid on 6¢ air/sea rate to UK; double deficiency = 6¢

13 July in Bradore Bay: mail loaded on to Empress of Britain
8 Aug in London W1 (89): 6¢ = 3d postage due collected.

George King created
many philatelic covers.

19 Jan 1938 in Altringham Cheshire:

British rate: sea to North America — onward air to Canada:

Via Rimouski (no winter service) Via New York
23 Feb 1931 5%d first %2 0z, 4%d extra Y2 0z 5% first Y2 0z, 4%2d extra ¥2 0z
9 May 1931 2% first %2 0z, 1v2d extra %2 0z

7 — Air in Americas

2 Jan 1935 2d per %2 0z 5d per %2 0z
12 Apr 1939 5d per %2 0z
¢

SY Ain MAIL

H

Sk

21 May 1937 in London: Marked VIA NEW YORK but deleted
Blue 2 — double rate — over Y2 0z — treated as 272d short on 4d 1 0z Rimouski rate
Double deficiency = 5d = 50 g ctms; blue pencil

In London Ontario: 50 g ctms = 10¢ postage due.

AIR MAIL label

Marked VIA NEW YORK

In January no service via Rimouski
i 1d short on 5d rate via New York.
" In Southampton (8O): e
4 2 x deficiency = 2d = 20 g ctms ; Hr“a—\

Two known uses

i)l ) In Canada:

1932 Ottawa Conference — double deficiency

1932 double deficiency on unknown 8¢ rate via New York

Taxe mark =FS,
Type SO-2-20 e

20 g ctms = 4¢ postage due

L BN

1937 diverted from New York Route to Rimouski

1937 via New York while Rimouski route suspended for winter



7 — Air in Americas

Air to/from New York — British Caribbean Colonies

Pan Am was started in 1927 and encouraged by US government to develop routes to Latin America to forestall northward expansion by SCADTA
By mid 1930s Pan Am (and associated companies) had established routes through Caribbean and to Central and South America.
Starting in 1929 British Post Office accepted mail for Sea to New York with Onward Air Transmission to a number of Caribbean destinations.

Pan Am Caribbean Routes c1936

Two Pan Am routes through Port of Spain Trinidad

From Sep 1929 FAM 6 from Miami via Puerto Rico and Eastern Caribbean

Feb 1931 FAM 5 through Central America extended to Trinidad

\

BY AIR MAIL

[ @i BRITISH HONDURAS

™

. == s School
Leatherhead
surrey

ENGLAND

ﬂ»\: M el

I" :
JlogaL Tousis | m*j:

R cm———
R £ —

ALL

BY AIR M
R
&
o
&
&

Marloes Rd.

Kensington.

London., W.8.

9 May 1938 in British Honduras: AIR MAIL in pencil

Surface rate to UK 4 cents for 15t oz;
Air fee (in addition to surface rate) for air to New York 25¢ per % 0z

Air fee paid 4c surface rate unpaid
In Southampton (723):

| Insufficiently Paid |
123

P114 Equivalent 4c = 2d

2 x4c x2d/4c = 49

723

13 May 1937 in London: mailed with AIR MAIL label to Trinidad
6%d paid

8%2d underpaid on 1s 3d rate by sea to New York

2 x 8%d =17d =170 g ctms (blue pencil)

London hexagonal taxe mark

23 May in Port of Spain, Trinidad: backstamp

24 May in Port of Spain: 170 g ctms = 1s 5d postage due.

Mar1940 in Bahamas: M/s AIR MAIL

BY AIR MAIL/IN UNITED STATES ONLY

11%d paid — postwar rate of 1s must have already been in effect
Y2d underpaid; 2x 2d = 1d = 10 g ctms

Rectangular taxe mark with 1/10 fraction (single rate/ 10 g ctms due)

26 Mar in Bristol: 10 g ctms = 1d postage due.

21 Aug 1939 in Nassau, Bahamas: M/s AIR MAIL

BY AIR MAIL/IN UNITED STATES ONLY

8d paid - treated as if rate were 9'%d (needs confirmation)

1%2d underpaid; 2x 1%d = 3d = 30 g ctms

Rectangular taxe mark with 1/30 fraction (single rate/ 30 g ctms due)

In London, Paddington: 30 g ctms = 3d due mark

1937 — 40 marked Air Mail but underpaid for sea/air service — double deficiency due on lower cost service



8 — Air Across the Atlantic

Carried on Final Leg of Friedrichshaven to Friedrichshaven Round the World Flight

g Graf Zeppelin Around the World Flight 1929

1 Aug Left Friedrichshafen for Lakehurst New Jersey
Official start of Round World trip sponsored by William Randolph Hearst

7-10 Aug Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen

15 -18 Aug Friedrichshafen to Japan

= ‘[‘(:) 23 - 26 Aug Japan to Los Angeles

27 - 29 Aug Los Angeles to Lakehurst

Completing Hearsts round world trip
? 30 Aug — 4 Sep Lakehurst for Friedrichshafen
Completing Friedrichshafen to Friedrichshafen round world trip
Lakehurst 3

US Rate for Air by Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst NJ to Friedrichshafen:

1 Aug 1929 $1.05 via Germany to non treaty rate country
$1.02 via Germany to treaty rate country (e.g. UK)

15 Aug 1929 $1.20 via Germany to any country

30 Aug 1929 in Bridgeton: addressed to London England

Marked Via Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst NJ to Friedrichshaven
$1.05 paid — 1 Aug rate to non-treaty country
15¢ short on 15 Aug rate of $1.20

W wesadaiyg
3 In New York: circular taxe mark with 1/150 in pencil; 2 x 15¢ = 30¢ = 150 g ctms

1s LaNIYY TP

' $ 4 Sep Friedrichshaven/Bodensee/Luftpost backstamp
/V-l/f/vﬂ w 'H @ : ) ) S /0
: e . Woy o 7 Sep in London Foreign Branch: 150 g ctms / 5
Postcard of Graf Zeppelin with Los Angeles* in US Navy hanger in Lakehurst (1926) 1s 3d postage due collected. B
1988 Underwood Photo Archives
* Los Angeles was sister ship to Graf Zeppelin built by Germany and transferred to USA as part of WWI war reparations. : ]

1929 paid at old special Zeppelin rate — double deficiency due



First Acceptance for Regular North Atlantic Air Service

Pan Am and Imperial cooperated on North Atlantic route

between UK and North America
Pan Am’s route via Lisbon was ready before Imperial was ready.
31 May Mail had to reach Head Post Office in London by 7.30 am
I June Yankee Clipper Leaves Lisbon
2 June Leaves Horta, Azores
3 June Arrives New York
Rate 1s 3d per half oz to Continental USA and Canada.
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In New York Foreign Section: 200 g ctms = 40¢ postage due
Addressee refused to pay postage due
New York backstamps 9 Jun and 12 Jun

4 July in London: Returned to Birmingham address on back
No evidence that postage due was collected from sender.

1939 paid at old 5d rate for sea to New York with onward air

Bermuda

24 May 1939 in Birmingham:
Non-philatelic, personal letter enclosed

Typed routing
_ By Imperial Airways/1st Transatlantic Flight

1st flight by Pan Am not Imperial

5d paid for Sea/Air service via New York

10d underpaid on 1s 3d North Atlantic air rate
2 x10d =20d =200 g ctms (pencil)

London hexagonal taxe mark

30 May 1939 in London: Addressed to Hawaii
Routing: North Atlantic / Air Service

Rate to Hawaii for
transatlantic & transpacific air service 2s 6d

1s 3d paid for air service to USA

1s 3d underpaid on rate to Hawaii

2 x1s 3d =30d =300 g ctms (blue pencil)
London hexagonal taxe mark.

8 — Air Across the Atlantic
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30 May 1939 in London: Addressed to Bermuda Routing North Atlantic Air Service

Rate to Bermuda 1s 9d m\

1s 3d paid for air service to USA; 6d underpaid on rate to Bermuda -G JUN 59-0“',
2 x6d = 12d = 120 g ctms (blue pencil) London hexagonal taxe mark. X

9 June in Bermuda: 120 g ctms = 1s postage due (Bermuda did not use postage due stamps)
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1939 higher rate to Bermuda not paid

8 June in Hawaii:
300 g ctms = 60¢ postage due

1939 extra for transpacific air service not paid



Aug — Sep 1939 Northern Route —

25 July 1933 US reply to UK letter of 24 Apr asking that underpaid air mail be forwarded and charged
double deficiency postage due.

As an experiment until further notice:

If deficiency is noticed at office of mailing, continue to return to sender unless the sender is not known or their return
address is at another office.

Otherwise do not divert to surface mail but forward in air mail marked for double deficiency postage due.

16 Aug 1939 Mailed in New York — 22 Aug Postage Due collected in UK

Two possible routes

Pan Am:
19 Aug Yankee Clipper leaves New York
21 Aug arrives Southampton

Imperial Airways:
16 Aug Cabot leaves New York
17 Aug arrives Southampton

HOTEL NEW YORKER

TUHIRTY-FOURTH STREET AT BIGHTH AVENUE. NEW YORK

16 Aug 1939 in New York: Cul wp 304«4. a5
Marked Clipper but might have caught 16 Aug Imperial Airways flight biL L R)(
i M owth Ré W

US air mail rate 30¢ per 2 0z
_2  2indicated double rate
350 35¢ underpaid on 60¢ rate for 1 0z: 2 x 35¢ x 5 = 350 g ctms

In London Inland Section:

San IMagine .CALIF-

350 g ctms =35d = 2s 11d postage due
22 Aug in Birmingham: 2s 11d in postage due collected

1939 Underpaid North Atlantic airmail — forwarded postage due — not returned to sender

North Atlantic Air Service 8 — Air Across the Atlantic

24 June — 4 Oct 1939 Pan Am operated Northern Route — New York, Shediac, Botwood, Foynes, Southampton.
5 Aug — 29 Sep Imperial Airways made 8 experimental flights by Northern Route via Montreal instead of Shediac.
Air mail was sent by the fastest service.
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Sep 1939 Bermuda to UK Via North Atlantic Air Route
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7 Sep 1939 in Bermuda: Rate to UK 2s; Paid 1s 9d; 3d underpaid
2 x 3d = 6d = 60 g ctms; Bermuda red binocular taxe mark & circular Censor mark

‘ 10 Sep Pan Am Dixie Clipper to New York
R 11 Sep Pan Am Yankee Clipper New York to Foynes via Botwood
13 Sep Imperial Airways Cordelia shuttle from Foynes

In London Inland Section: 60 g ctms = (j’-n 15 Sep in Portsmouth: 6d postage due collected.
[. 5.

1939 North Atlantic airmail from Bermuda — double deficiency postage due



Pan Am & Air France Transatlantic Services Continued Through 1939/40 Winter 8 — Air Across the Atlantic
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Sep 1939 Pan Am moved eastern terminus of Northern Route from Southampton to Foynes, Eire.
Imperial Airways provided shuttle service to UK

9 Oct Last Pan Am Flight from Foynes before winter shutdown

Service maintained by Southern Route from Lisbon
Nov 1939 Air link for British mail from UK to Lisbon via Paris 2 Jan 1940 mailed in Paisley, Scotland

Marked Via Transatlantic Air Mail; 1s 3d air rate for %2 0z paid
Treated as 1s 3d underpaid on double rate for1 oz

3 Oct 1939 Mailed in London Per North Atlantic Air Service; 1s 3d air rate for % oz paid 2x1s 3d =30d =300 g ctms (pencil); London taxe mark

Treated as 2s 6d underpaid on triple rate for 1% o0z; 2 x 2s 6d = 60d = 600 g ctms (blue pencil); London taxe mark Sent Via Paris to Lisbon for Pan Am Service by Southern Route —
Not clear which flight it was on — various delays in Jan 1940 B— g : n .
Could have been on: : oy YV
12 Jan American Clipper, Azores, Bermuda arriving New York 15 Jan

In USA: 300 g ctms = 60¢ postage due.

9 Oct Foynes Yankee Clipper — last Pan Am flight by Northern Route
10 Oct Botwood, Shediac, New York

11 Oct in New York Foreign Section: 600 g ctms = $1.20 postage due

A { Air France South Atlantic service

BY AIR MAIL continued up to June 1940. |

Available for mail from UK.
Rate 4s 6d per %2 oz.

South Atlantic crossing on
Ville de Dakar

8 Dec 1939 in UK: 2s 3d rate pald forseato NY with onward air
Route marked VIA FRANCE; 2s 3d (27d) underpaid on 4s 6d rate; 2 x 27d = 54d = 540 g ctms (pencil)

13 Dec in Brazil: 540 g ctms ~ 27,000 Reis;
Probably 540 misinterpreted as 540 Reis — Rounded up to 600 Reis postage due.

Dec 1939 Incorrect postage due — centimes mistaken for Reis




Sea/Air Service Continued After Start of North Atlantic Air Service 8 — Air Across the Atlantic

Mail marked for Air Mail which did not specify “Via North Atlantic Air Service” or equivalent
and paid less than the rate for sea/air were sent by that route charged postage due.

UK rate for sea/air service 5d per %2 0z Canadian rate for sea/air service 1%t 0z 6¢; extra 0z 5¢
o 5 - ",} . - '; - ‘
e o Wirdng i’*"' S ‘._g.t- s, \L
~ 4 Aug 1939 in Nottingham: ' i.» s : 11 Sep 1939 in Huntsville, Ontario:
3%2d underpaid on 5d sea/air rate g »tfy f’,}», 3¢ underpaid on 6¢ sealair 1 oz rate
In Southampton (SO): e 2 x 3¢ = 6¢ = 30 g ctms
AN

In London Inland Section:

2 x3%d =7d =70 g ctms (pencil) @

D
and hexagonal taxe mark SO 30 g ctms = 5-
In Canada: s
- 70 g ctms = 14¢ postage due In Lymington: 3d postage due collected.
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| BOEING AIRCRAFT OF CANADA LIMITED
£ /‘, ) 1927 GEORGIA STREET WEST
Tuus VANCOUVER,B.C.
1 Mar 1939 Trans-Canada Air Mail service started by Trans Canada Air Lines ]
11 Aug 1939 in Vancouver: Vi
6¢ sealair rate for 1 oz paid
5¢ underpaid on 11¢ sealair 2 oz rate
=10¢ = § Blackburn Aireraft Co
2x5¢ =10¢ =50 g ctms | Brough, . i
In Southampton (723): [Tosufficiently Paid | i , e East !grkshire ’
: (7251 5 T ENGLAND, /
50 g ctms = 5 - . ‘ ";;;’\M'; R Q . ‘
yALL 2 o : |
723 ’ . \,_,‘.“v/\:',"/") ( A :
18 Aug in Brough: 5d postage due collected l | A \,’) !
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1939 double deficiency on sea/air rate




Brazil via France until France Surrenders 8 — Air Across the Atlantic

From Oct 1939 no direct North Atlantic
Service from UK but mail could be sent to
Lisbon to connect with Pan Am flights.

22 June 1940 France surrendered to Germany

23 June last South Atlantic Air France flight to
South America

Marseille
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Air Mail Rates to Brazil per %2 0z (when available)

31Jan 1938 2s3d Sea to NY with onward air transmission
31 May 1939 3s 6d by North Atlantic Air

4 Oct 1939  4s6d by French South Atlantic service

In Brazil UPU rate 1,200 Reis = 25 g ctms
1 g ctm ~ 50 Reis
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29 Apr 1940 in Huddersfield: 1s 3d paid;
Rio de 1s underpaid for sea to NY with onward air
Janeiro yo— No route requested but sent via France

3s 3d (39d) underpaid on 4s 6d rate

2 x 39d =78d =780 g ctms (pencil)

South Atlantic crossing on Ville de Montevideo
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10 June 1940 in UK: 3s 6d paid for North Atlantic Air Service.
Censored in UK

No route requested.

Treated as 1s underpaid on 4s 6d rate air via France.

No gold ctms indication

South Atlantic crossing either: ' 13 July in Sao Paulo Brazil:

Ville de Montevideo 16 June ex Marseille or ‘ ¥ ; 12d = 120 gotms : 120 x 50 = 12,000 Reis — postage dues
Ville de Natal 23 June ex Marseille . S, e s 2y

o
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LAST FLIGHT

Apr —June 1940 Sent via France even though route not requested.
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